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'GENT 


TO  BEGAT  HAVANA 

REC-68,  (1*1 

FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI  (109-12^210/  -  Ljct/ 


FOREIGN  POLITICAL  MATTERS  ~  CVBA;  INTERNAL  SEC  WITT  **  CUBA ♦  ON 
JANUARY  THREE  ZERO  LAST  CATHERINE  TAAFFE  ADVISED  NEW  FORK  OFFICE 

cr  rPArp7i'J) 

THAT  ALBERTO  FERNANDEZ?  HEAD  OF  SUGAR  INDUSTRY,  CUBA/  THAT  CUBAN 
GOVERNMENT  HAD  SET  UP  GAMBLING  COMMISSION  WHICH  WOULD  REVIEW 
APPLICATIONS  FOR  GAMBLING  LICENSES.  COMMISSION  WANTS  TO  CHECK  ON 
TIPS  OF  PEOPLE  LICENSES  ISSUED  TO, AND  FERNANDEZ  ANXIOUS  TO  DETERMINE 
IF  LIAISON  COULD  BE  ESTABLISHED  BETWEEN  CUBAN  GOVERNMENT  AND  FBI 
SO  THAT  COMMISSION  COULD  REQUEST  CHECKS  OF  BUREAU  CONCERNING.  TJ.  S. 
CITIZENS  APPLYING  FOR  LICENSES  OR  CONCERNING  CUBANS  WHO  HAD  BEEN  IN 
U.  S.  MRS* .  TAAFFE  WAS  ADVISED  ANT  REQUEST  OF  THIS  NATURE '  SHOULD 
BE  MADE  THROUGH  OFFICIAL  CHANNELS  WHICH  WOULD  BE  THE  U.  S.  EMBASSY 


IN  HAVANA  OR,  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE  IN  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 
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Office  Memorandum  •  united  states  government 


FROM 


MR.  A.  H.  BELMONT  * 
KB.  D.  E.  MOORE 


dates  January  30,  1959 


SUBJECT:  CUBAN  POLITICAL  ACTIVITIES 

,  INTERNAL  /  SECURITY  -  CUBA 

all 


oo  Mr.  Belmont 
Mr.  Rosen 
Mr.  Roaoh 
Mr.  Donahoe 
Mr.  Nasoa 


Tolson  _ 
Belmfigt.j 
DeLdkicHi 
McCmffiK 

Mohr _ 

Parson^ 

Bo?en 


Trotter _ 

W.C.  Sullivan  . 

Tele.  Room _ 

Holloman _ 


Supervisor  McQonnell,  New  York  Office ,  advised  1:35  PM, 
1-30-59,  that  CatherineXTgaffe  contacted  the  NYO  this  afternoon 
and  advised  that  she  had  received  a  call  from,  Albertd^Fernandea , 
hf  ad  of  the  sugar  industry  in  Cuba  and  member  of  the  Cuban  Gabi- 
net,  early  this  afternoon  and  Fernandes  Had  advi sed  her  that  at 
"a  Cabinet  meeting  on  the  evening  of  January  29th,  the  Cuban 
government  had  set  up  a  gambling  commission  which  will  review  ap¬ 
plications  for  gambling  licenses .  Fernandes  said  that  the  com¬ 
mission  wants  to  be  able  to  check  on  the  type  of  people  they  issue 
licenses  to  and,  therefore,  he  was  anxious  to  find  out  if  liaison 
could  be  set  up  between  the  Cuban  government  and  the  FBI  so  that  the 
commission  could  request  checks  of  the  FBI  concerning  U.S.  citisens 
applying  for  licenses  or  cone erning  Cubans  who  had  been  in  the 
United  States .  McDonnell  said  that  no  advice  had  been  given  Mrs. 
Taaffe  and  he  questioned  the  advisability  of  establishing  any  such  . 
liaison,  at  least  at  this  time.  I 


OBSERVATIONS  : 


The  Cuban  situation  is  still  very  unsettled.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  before  we  should  even  give  consideration  to  such  a  re¬ 
quest,  it  should  come  through  official  channels  and  we  would  have 
to  know  who  the  information ■  would  be  given  to  and  how  it  would  be 
handled  before  we  would  even  consider  establishing  any  official 
liaison.  It  is,  therefore,  believed  that  Mrs.  Taaffe  should  be  ad¬ 
vised  that  any  request  of  this  nature  should  be  made  through  of¬ 
ficial  channels  which  a*  far  -mm  the  United  States  would  be  the  U.S . 
Embassy  in  Havana  or  th-e  Department  of  State  in  Washington. 
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It  is  recommended  that  Mrs.  Taaffe  be  jxdut a eA  tin  jiaQordance 
^  with  the  above  and  if  you  approve ,  New  York  will  b e  so"  'instructed .  \ 

Cff  will  also  advi se  the . Decal  Attache  in  Havana  of  the  inquiry  re  —  y 

,\cevVed  and  the  ad-vice  given  Mrs.  Taaffe .  \£ 
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OF  BUREAU  FOR  REPRESSION  COMMUNIST  ACTIVITIES,  CUBA,  ADVISED  FEB. 


SIX  INSTANT  THAT  HAVANA  RADIO  VOICE  UmBOTE  ANNOUNCED  FOUR  DAYS 
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AGO  THAT  JUA-N^fiARINELLO,  PRES  I  DENT- OF  CUBAN  COMMUNIST  PARTY,  KNOWN  AS  '<® 


POPULAR  SOCIALIST  PARTY,  HAD  BEEN  REINSTATED  AS  PROFESSOR  IN  TEACHERS 
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COLLEGE  OF  UNIVERSITY  OF  HAVANA*"*"  FAGET  SAID  THIS  MORNING  SAME  RADIO' 5 
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STATION  ANNOUNCED  THAT  MARINELLO  WAS  DEPARTING  FEB.  SIX  INSTANT 
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FOR  MOSCOW  VIA  PARIS  FOR  TALKS  WITH  COMMUNIST  PARTY  LEADERS  CONCERNING 


CUBAN  SITUATION.  SUGGEST  BUREAU  REQUEST  LEGAT,  HAVANA,  TO  VERIFY. 
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SUBJECT: 


771  •  UNIT}/ 


Director,  FBI 

Legal  Attache,  Havana  (64-794) 

Colonel  JOSE^EgS^TSHBIDO 
FOREIGN-POLITICAL  MATTER  -  CUBA 


^VERNMENT 

dat?:  February  4,  1959 


*{tj> 


*z  1  - 
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Re  Legat,  Madrid  letter  to  Bureau  January  5,  1959. 

For  a  short  Period  after  the  revolution  on  January  1. 
1959,  in  Cuba,  Colonel  JOSE  REGO  RUBIDO  was  Chief  of  the  Armed 
Forces;  however,  about  January  20,  1959,  he  was  assigned  as 
Cuban  Military  Attache  to  Brazil.  -  — 

Extra  copies  of  this  letter  are  being  furnished  for 
the  attention  of  the  Legal  Attache,  Madrid. 
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FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI  (109-12*210)  \ 

FOREIGN  POUT ICAL  MATTERS  -  CUBA *  CURRENT  NEWS  DISPATCH 
INDICATES  CONSTITUTIONAL  CHANGES  IN  CUBA  REDUCING  AGE  LIMIT 
FOR  PRESIDENCY  TO  THIRTY  YEARS  AND  SPECIAL  PROVISION  DECLARING 
GUEVARA  IS  CUBAN  BY  BIRTH,  ALTHOUGH  BORN  IN  ARGENTINA .  ARTICLE 
INDICATES  BOTH  GUE  VARA  AND  CASTRO  NOW  ELIGIBLE  FOR  PRESIDENCY . 
BE  ALERT  TO  ADVISE  BUREAU  PROMPTLY  OF  ANY  INDICATION  THAT 
GUEVARA  BEING  GROOMED  FOR  PRESIDENCY  OR  ANY  RESPONSIBLE 
POSITION  IN  CURRENT  GOVERNMENT  IN  VIEW  OF  HIS  'COMMUNIST  (  ' 
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If  the  intelligence  contained  in  the  above  message  is  to  be  disseminated  outside  the  Bureau ,  it  is  suggested  that  it  be  suitably 
paraphrased  in  order  to  protect  the  Bureau’s  cryptographic  systems • 


STANDARD  FORM  NO.  64 


Office  Memorandum 


UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 


xMr,  A •  S,  Belmont 


i  Mr,  J,  A,  Sisoo 


SUBJECT:  CUBAN  POLITI CAlA MA TTERS 


date  '‘February  12, 


c>)  $ 

O'ti 


?  . 

/ 


/  poison 

mor^Z— - 
DeLoAgyfr- 

Mohr _ 

Parsons _ 

Rosen _ 

a  Tamm  _ 

/-  Trotter _ _ 


W.C.  Sullivan  _ 
Tele.  Rpojn _ 


By  cablegram  dated  February  6,  1959,  the  Havana  Office 
advised  that  an  informant  had  told  them  that  the.  CLuhoji-Hjiu^immeiLk' 
was  monitoring  international  t  elephone  calls •  j 

I  had  also  advised  the  Lega/B  TflTat  UTie  Cub  "an 
Government  was  also  monitoring  some  local  calls •  A  teletype  was 
sent  to  Miami  dated  February  11,  1959,  furnishing  them  this  infor 
nation.  The  Pi  re  ctojzdiPJL  .asked.,  ,fl Vhy  did  we  wait  so  long  before 
alerting  Mi  ami 


that  the  Cuban 
A  teletype  was 


At  the  outset,  we  should  have  placed  a  note  on  the  yellow 
of  the  deferred  radiogram  going  to  Miami  for  the  information  of  the 
director  and  other  Bureau  officials  to  the  effect  that  Miami  had 
previously  been  alerted  on  J ul z/_  10 .  195§.,  that  all  telephone  calls 
to  and  from  Cuba  were  being0  monitored  by  the  Cuban  Government •  Because 
of  this  previous  alert,  we  did  not  consider  this  an  urgent  matter  and 
take  action  on  the  copy  of  the  cable  from  Havana  but  waited  for  the 
original  to  be  routed  down.  The  original  of  this  cablegram  was 
received  in  this  Division  on  February  9,  routed  to  Nationality 
Intelligence  Section,  and  then  to  Liaison  Section  where  it  was 
. received  on  February  10,  It  was  believed  desirable  as  a  precaution 
\bo  realert  the  Miami  Office  to  this  situation ,  Consequently  a 
deferred  radiogram  was  dictated.  It  was  typed  by  the  stenographer  » 
o\the  afternoon  of  the  1  OthA£/mf^^mi gng^dated  February  11  and h' 
sen\  up  on  February  11,  HEREIN  IS  UNCLASSIFIED  .  i.  ,,  .  f‘ 

ACTX  DAVE  BY  kMl^  YSf) 


\Had  we  placed  a  note  on  the  yellow  of  the  communication 
ing  to  Miami  it  would  have  been  clear  why  this  matter  was  handled 
def err ed\adio gram,  (it  was  later  changed  to  a  teletype  due  to 
iio  facilivfr^s  being  out  of  operation  for  messages  to  Miami,) 
will  be  alerts^to  do  this  in  the  future^£Q_  53 ^  '  2.  /,*  ,  j 


■R  X2 


FEB  13  1959 


Mr,  Belmonvkj 
Mr,  Mohr 
Mr,  Donahoe 
Mr,  Cleveland 
Mr,\  Roach 


•  Mr, 
■  Mr, 

!  :mtb, 


'/'jVslrtA.  4  j 

«Av<us (j" 


X 


CODE 


TBLtS-T'fpe 


1  -  Yellow 

/Ta 

NU*-  ’rW'S  'SFZL 

v  deferred 


TO  SAG  MIAMI 
FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI 

CUBAN  POLITICAL  JITTERS,  INFORM/  TION  RECEIVED  TEAT  CUBAN 
anVERN'NFT  IS  MONITORING  I  IT  URN A-T  TONAL  TELEPHONE  CALLS * 
ASSUME  FOR  SECURITY  REASONS  TEAT  ANY  CALL  YOU  MANE  TO  THE 
YANA  OFFICE  IS  BEING  MONITORED * 


YMR#**  I 


r  t 


ItOT  - 1 


TELETYPE 

FEB  1 1  1959 

FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE  //• 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION  (b 


i  »  tkr  &U 


APPROVED  BY , 
TYPED  D* '  . 


I  rILFJ 


3  fust,  is  m 


EClJkSSIFIC&TlON  MJTWMI7Y,  DERIVED  FROM: 
|BI  MJT CMkTIC  DEC  UNIFICATION  GUIDE 
CATE  Q8-08-201S  3 V  :  I 8 8 ;T1 52 8 0 


Transmit  the  following  in 


AIRTEL 


F  B  I 


Date:  2/11/59 


(Type  in  plain  text  or  code) 


(Priority  or  Method  of  Mailing) 


Mr.  Tolson — * 

Mr* 

.  Mr.  Do  Lor  eh— 


'  McGuire - 

.  Mr.  Mo’*r  _ _ 

*  Mr.  Pursi  ns - 

Mr.  II  r.  m, _ - 

f  Mr.  T«vnn;  _ 

Mr.  TruXA  r 
!»  M >\  W.<  Sullivan 

f  Tele.  11‘jQiu  _ 

d  Mr.  Hull  oman _ 

I  Miss  Gandy _ 


TO :  DIRECTOR ,  FBI 

FROM:  S£C,  WFO  (97-1017) 

FOREIGN  POLITICAL  MATTERS  -  CUBA 
IS  -  CUBIC — — “  — 


•0>-^ 


Attached  hereto  are  six  copies  of  a  letterhead 
memorandum  dated  and  captioned  as  above. 


ormation  contained  therein  was  furnished 


The  attached  letterhead  memorandum  is  classified 
,,Coe^i4^tttia0b**  since  it  involves  investigative  coverage  of 
a  foreign  diplomatic  establishment  and  the  information  furnished 
by  the  informant  couldlVeasonably  result  in  the  identification 
of  an  informant  of  continuing  value  and  jeopardize  the  future 
effectiveness  thereof-! 

dSfjRri  r) 

4  -  Bureau  (Ends.  0)  I 

(1-65-47134) (EMBASSY  OF  DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC)  - 

2  -  WFO  HA  ‘  v 

(1-65-3731) \  (EMBASSY  .OF  DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC)  j 


HJM :  lss 

(6) 


— 1 - — — 


Cl  isn-M'-"*''’' 


•M 

'  1 

:  ‘  .  f 


11  '  *•  rk 

.  '.V  J 


SS6- ia 


AIRTEL 


“To  Stir 


r  1 1 1  4*  b  *  | 


Li  F 


;jl2 


A/  o 


hj  firn  t:t  is5£ 


Approved: 


Special  Agent  in  Charge 


.M  Per 


/  -  P  /  J 


F 

m 

1 11 


ECI^SSXFICATTOM  MJTMRITY  BKRIWEB  WB£M: 
■FBI  MJIXMkYm  DEC  UNIFICATION  GUIDE 
DATE  08-08-201 S  EY:  C88W1EB80 


t 

’  Tfsi 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 
FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


In  Reply ,  Please  Refer  to 
File  No, 


t 


Washington  25,  D.  C. 
February  11,  1959 


FOREIGN  POLITICAt.  ^MATTERS  -  CUBA 

/  _ o  •  jI _ lj  „  i  Jt  ^  - - - u. 


who 

that 


5 


£Ui 


On  February  10,  1959/  a  confidential  informant 
mished  reliable  information  in  thejpastj;;-^idvised 
Lean  Third  Secretary  Ernes t-Q—Juilpg^Ke^Boaejt±i_. 
had  received  the  following  Tnfojrmati nn . from  an  individual 

known  only  to  the  informant  as  | _  phonetic)  ,  | _ , 

f  jin  the  Washington,  D,  C.  area^J  uD<5_tl  - _ 3,  EP.  O .  C , 

I  had  apparently  driven  bis  automobile  to 
Miami,  Florida,  on  December  18,  1958,  where  he  left  this 
vehicle.  He  thereafter  traveled  ta^Cuba  and  returned  to  the 
United  States  On  February  7,  1959^^ .  :  Tji  ■ — *- 

d.c.  Ei-j* — i  mmiyjUA  "A 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


,  ,  was  glad  he  had  not  taken  his  automobile 

to  Cuba,  because  according  to  I  I  the  Cuban  rebels  had 

’•grabbed”  every  automobile  bearing  United  States  licensfe 
plates.  This  was  done  since  the  rebels  were  sure  tha^puch 
automobiles  belonged  to  f or mer„Cuban_Senator  Ro lando^Masferre] 

_  ' 

further  advised  that  it  was"  a  shock  to  awaken 
on  January  l ,  1959,  and. find  Cuba  with  no  government*  He  stated 
that  there  was  very  little  looting  except  for  the  gambling 
casinos.  I  I  further  stated  that  the  Cuban  rebels  hunted 

the  followers  of  Masferrer  and  killed  them.^^E  .[!])•- 


W 


y 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Prior  to  leaving  Cuba, 


CQ 


was  investigated 


thoroughly  and  was  relieved  of  all  money  with  the  exception 


of  $50. 


Th^Ls  memorandum  is  loaned  to  you  by  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation,  and  neither  it  nor  its  contents 
are  to  be  distributed  outside  the  agency  to  which  loaned. 


ag£?;:y 

m  R£~;: 

m,-  ;■  y'-sszg? 

J-05,  *  -  (  — — - 

Ll 


b7E 


ton- 

jLHCLOS'OB® 
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STANDARD  FORM  NO.  64 


Office  IMemoftndum  • 

of>€ 


A,  E ,  Belmont 


4 

UNITED  STATE’S  GOVERNMENT 

DATE:  February  10,  1959 


FROM 


S»  B .  Donahoe^^ 


'  vj  T  •'  •-O&T’AiMED 

^M^r,E0 


u 


subject:  FOREIGN  POLITICAL  MATTERS  -  CUBA 


J/"x 

pit 


In  connection  with  article  in  The  Washington  Daily 
News,  2-9-59,  hearing  headline  "Reds  Rebuilding  Fences  in 
Cuba"  the  Director  commented  he  had  heard  on  radio  this 
morning  that  Cuba  changed  its  constitution  so  as  to  enable 
Guevara  to  become  Cuban  citizen  and  eligible  for  Presidency - 
of  Cuba .  y 


Tolson _ 

Board  man _ 

Belmont _ 

Mohr _ 

Nease  _ 

Parsons _ 


The  Washington  Daily  News,  2-10-59 ,  carries  news 
story  from  Havana  by  its  editor,  John  T ,  O'Rourke,  indicating 
Cuban  cabinet  has  voted  to  rescind  constitutional  requirements 
relating  to  age  limits  for  presidential  candidates  and  has  voted 
to  reduce  age  limit  to  JO  years .  Previous'  limit  not  shown . 
Castro  is  J2  and  article  indicates  he  was  behind  the  change • 

This  story  also  indicates  United  Press  International 
(news  service }  in  a  dispatch  filed  later  said  constitutional 
change  would  make  both  Castro  and,  Ernesto  Guevara  eligible 
for  presidency .  .  Dispatch  pointed  out  Guevara  was  made  eligible 
by  special  provision  declaring  he  is  "Cuban  by  birth"  even 
though  he  was  born  in  Argentina •  This  makes  him  what  is  known 
as  "an  honorary  native"  of  Cuba •  News  articles  attached . 

ACTION: 


For  information ,  Attached  is  cable  to  Legal  Attache, 
Havana,  alerting  him  to  this  information  and  instructing  that 
he  advise  Bureau  promptly  of  any  indication  that  Guevara  being 


109-12-210 

SBD:bcf  fj/b 
(7)  { 


groomed  for  presidency 
office • 


or  any  other  responsible 


cc  -  1  -  Nasca 

1  -  Donahoe 
1  -  Belmont 
1  -  17.  C,  Sullivan 
1  -  DeLoach 

cc:  105-19305  (Guevara) 

>^4^  Enclosures  n 

A  ?  J 


1/ 


'  c 1.' 


UNRECCTICT  COP,'  FILED  IN 


FROM 


OFFICE  OF  DIRECTOR,  FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


TO 


OFFICIAL  INDICATED  BELOW  BY  CHECK  MARK 


tsktm 


Constitution  Changed 


By  JjDtHN  T.- <D.!E6bKKEi:|  7-  " 

Editor  of  The.  Washington  hallyjNews 


HAVANA,.  Eeb:  10r— Fidel  Ca&tro,  Cuba's  revolution^  i  LGCpbssible^6nsonai«f  w 
^bosS^'Jias. made  himself  legally;  eligible  to  the  Presi-  Dr-:  PC^tro^^^ai|t;v4cto 


tion  used  to  say; 


;  *  Df.  Castro;  who  has  dej  > 
^blaredrlie  ‘'wririted $hly  t$,  re{' 
estabUsH-the  constitution^ .  ad 
the  '  basis’,  of  G'uba^^oyerh^ 
merit  rind  Had  no'  personal 
aihbitions  beyondm  vefturning 
Fulgehcio  BatistV's?^&r.u  t:a^ 
tyrany  ta|  t,a#s  ed^haiid- 
picked  ministers;-  to:-  arescind 
provisions  in  the  constitution- 
wihcB  wOuld’  Have  prevented 
hand  f irony  being  al -candidate' 
for  th.e". presidency  "These 
provisions  relate'  toage:  Dri 
Castro  is  32.  -  *  .  fc 


j  action  ignored 

If  The  cabinet  has:  voted  tafc 

a  jAI  ^  _ -«  -  p 


ypted:  tKaTPtlie-age  lirifftfhefe* 
duced  to  30  years.  Actually, 
the  whole  cabinet  quietly 


ways-  agu,  pur  since  action. xe 
ferr.ed:  to  the  articld  only  Hy 
ntimber  rind  frilled  to  Explain 
or  describe~thehff ecf  it  wris 


This  happened  afabont  the 
time  Dxv  Castro  said  there  I 
would  be  :ari  election  viii  18  i 
months:  toh  two  ,  years,- ,  dis-  - 
claiming.  ^5rS13^tif|al  i0aMi& 
tions  for;  himself  with  the . 
statement  •  'TfvLreallv'  waited  I 
presidency'  why  would  I  wait  | 
18  months?”  V*-;  :  -7 

*,  t\ 

The  action  may  or  may  hot;/ 
explain  Dn  Castro’s  reriiarks 
—depending  on-  .the  *  interpre¬ 
tation.  *  .  v- O  * 

.  •  1  fc 

twq  viewports  ,  ^  ’  - 

One-official  saihf  ^Sinhe  hel 
makes  the/dkcisioris/.if  would- 
be  better  for  himte  have;ex-: 
ecutiverespohsibility;”  ,/j. 

■  f  -  -,r 

■  There  is  no  doubt  the,; deck \ 
sidns  r  of  '  Provisidnal  Presi*; 
dent  Manuel  Urbhtia  and-  the 
Cabinet,  depend4  dri  Dri-  Casr  j 
tro's  approval;  t  The  implica¬ 
tion  of  the  foregoing:  is  that* 
elections;  VviR  be  held' as  so  oh 

victory^ 

Another  Interpretation  is’ 
that  since  Dh  Castro  clearly; 
intends  'td  run':  the'  country:.; 
and  the.  danger  of  unconsti¬ 
tutional  meneuvers  may  '  in¬ 
crease,  if  is  -  best  .to  .,giye',;A 
semblance  .of  legality  '  tdhhef 
actual  head-  of 'the  stater 
Therefore^#  is,,  wisest  to*  pro/ 
videdegaf  pr  erojgaf iy&k  >  as  fas# 
as  possible  to  enable  Him  to,!: 
run  fop  office'  and' get  elected^ 
if  he  is  able  to  do  so.  -  ’ ;  - 

No  doubt,  Mr:  Gristr  qnvpyild; 
be  elected:  if  he'  ran  today,; 
as  own:  remarks  ackndwt- 
edged  —  “If  it  were  legally 
possible^  It,  is  now:  legally 
possible  ingofar  as  the  rev-’ 
olutionary  de  facto  govern- 
menticah;  makeiifso.. 

^GHE”  EtiGlREE,  TOO 

A  Havana  dispatch:  by  the 
United.  .  Press,  International, 
filed4  after  Mr.  O’Rourke's » 
news- story  was.  received  here, 
said  publication.  o£  Cuba's 
'  interim  constitution^  revealed 
todky  both  Dr,  'Castro*  arid 


Df;  ErirestO)  :(“Che”l  Guevafa;  »i 
his  Argentine  lieutenant  are  ! 
eligible  f(^  thei^presidency.  1 

^Tfltalsp  said  the  hiterem  # 
constitution,  is  to  remain  in  1 
force-  Until;  elections  are  held; 
Sometime-  in  i960,  and  point¬ 
ed  out  Dr,  t  Guevara  .was/ 
made  eligible  for  the  presi¬ 
dency  by  a  special  provision 
declaring  feels  ^Cubanrby- 
birth;”  altho  he  actually  was  ’ 

;  :b6rri  ’  in*  Argentiha,  This. 


r 


Cuba;” 

F  '■ 
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s©  of  Real  Concern 


Fences  in  Cuba 


By  EDVVABD  TOMLINSON 

and  shouting  that  accompanied  the 
revolution  has  subsided  somewhat  arid  now  responsible 
Luban  busmess:  and  professional;  itfeiu  particularly 
zore^  mvesfors,.  aye  deeply  worried  over  the  resur¬ 
gence  of  “coriimunism  itt  the  sugar-rich  -island. 


Manuel  Urriitia,  and  '  rebel: 
loss  Fidel  Castro  have  stoutiy 
lenied  IE  .  But  there  no 
longer  seems  to  .be  any  doubt 
that',  the  „  “comrades”  .  had 


overthrew-  the  regime!  ol.| 
strongman  Fulgencio  Baflsta. 

FUIiL  BLOOM  .  * 

The  People's  Socialist  Par¬ 
ty,  the-  name  under  which  the 
comriiunlsts  .operate  in-  Cuba, 
has  sprung  once  again  into 
lull  bloom,  Moreover  it  has  , 
riishod  a  delegate  to  the  So- 1 
viet  Union  to  report  to  the 
Kremlin  on  the  part  played 
by  the  "faithful"'  In  the  bloody 
civil  war,  *“ — !  1 


rm 


* MKrn 


Sivero  Aguirre,  member  of! 
the  Peopled  Socialist  NationaP 
Committee,  told  the  Twenty-^ 
first  Communist  Party ^Copt 
gress,  in  Moscow  last  ;wet  k! 
that  “the  communists  were,  nj 
the  first  ranks  of  the  insii  r- 
t  *ents.  The  Party,  working; 
underground,1 ”  hev  declared^) 

’  ^actually  launched  the  strugf: 
gle  fob  unification  of  all  the 
Cubair  revolutionary  forces  in , 
the  campaign  against  the  dic¬ 
tatorship.1;  = 

OPPOSED  .  I 

It*  is  -no;  secret"  that  Presi/j 
dent  Urriitia  and  most  mem¬ 
bers  6f  hiS  cabinet  strongly, 
oppose  any  such  collaboration,  ; 
with- 'the  .Reds.  But  at  the  , 
moment-they  do-  not  control 
-the  guns  nor  the  statements: 
lof  military  leaders^  rriuch  less: 
lexercise’  any  influence  over 
the  various  agencies  .of  comr 
municatibn  of  which  the  coi  nV 
munists;  ar&  mdkirig  free  ill  e.:,» 

'  V  *  *  '  y-f  \ 

.  Such  men  as  Juan  Mai?' 
nello,  head;  of  the*  Party  ,-Blas^ 


Roca  and-:  Eazaro  E*eha"  have< 


u  Ion  the;  Cubans;  to-  “rescue- 
tijp  island,  fromrthe  exploits 
iqg  North  Americans/' 

But  most/of  pur  people  arfe 
less  coriceriied  about  the  pub? 
lie  declarations,  . knd  deliiincist: 

■  tions. .  in  Havana,  than  ,  they  : 
are  about /the  less;  publicized: 
and.  subversive  activities  bf i 
the  ahti-Americah  elements 
out  over  the  country, 

ke^  PosirioNs 

Even  before'  the.  Fidblisfal 
or  reb|iyf orces,,  took  qveiv'%. 
me;  capital;  avowed  ;  commir; 
.  hist  labor  goons  seizpd*  key  jj 
positions;  in  fnany  >of;  the.  ttm 
vana  locals  and;  took,  oyer) 
five  of  the;  22;  seats  oh.  the 
Executive -Council  of  -the  powV 
erfuL  National  Confederation- 
of  Labor..4  ,  .  .  "  -y 

Castro  has:  since  said  he; 
kicked  therm  all  .out  of  the 
headquarters  of  the  Federa¬ 
tion  as;  well:  as  official:  ;posi?: 
tions  in  the:  different  pniohs^ 
in,  the  „  capital.  But ,  reports" 
f  fibm:  other  cities  indicate  'that:' 
professional  agitators  from;: 
tl  ?  outside:  are  mahipulatihg/ 
ur  ions  in  somes  of  the:  largest;! 
sugar  centrals  and.  mining/ 
towns/  v  *  **'*'  v 
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DECODED  COPY 
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Tolson  S' . 

^  Belmont  J 7L - 

^S^°hr - 

Nease - 

Parsons _ 

f  Rosen _ 

*  Tamm  _ 

Trotter _ 

W.C.  Sullivan  _ 
Tele.  Room  ./ 
Holloman -JS— 
Ga  nd  y  _ 

McGuire 
W.C.  Sullivan 


Airgram 


DEFERRED 


Cablegram 


2-14-59 


TO  DIRECTOR  /AS0$* 

FROM  LEGAT,  HAVANA  NO.  617 

r,  (  L  /-  •  ^  ,  / 

CUBAN  _£OLJTICAL/ACTIVITIES.  APPOINTMENT  OF  FIDEL  CASTRO  AS 
PRIME  MINISTER' LAST  NIGHT  MAY  LEAD  TO  MORE  RAPID  REORGANIZATION 
OF  GOVERNMENT.  PREVIOUSLY,  ALTHOUGH  CASTRO  WAS  IN  FACT  HEAD 
OF  GOVERNMENT,  HE  TOOK  NO  BLAME  FOR  GOVERNMENT  ACTIONS. 

ALTHOUGH  ALL  CABINET  MEMBERS  ALSO  RESIGNED,  IT  IS  BELIEVED 
THEY  WILL  BE  REINSTATED.  c 


e0? 


JAMES  T.  HAVERTY 


RECEIVED  VIA  WESTERN  UNION:  2-14-59  3:37  PM 


AIL  INFORMATION  CONTAINED. 
HEREIN  IS  UNCLASSIFIED  . 


REC-  58 


FEB  17  1959 


e&- 


6  6  FEB  201359 
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Enclosed  are  five  copies  of  a  letterhead  memorandum  on 
the  above-captioned  matter. 

This  information  has  been  made  available  to  the 
Counselor  of  Embassy J  (Commercial  Attache,  American 

Embassy,  Havana. 

Source  mentioned  herein  was 


source  for  the  Miami  Office.  ^  j 

Information  has  been  classified  "Canfidantxal"  inasmuch^ 
as  it  reflects  investigation  on  the  part  of  Legal  Attache,  Havana. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  ERNESTO  * ' CHEttJpUE  VARA  is  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Fortress  at  La  Cabana,  Havana.  4®e  is  an  Argentine 
citizen  who  has  expressed  anti-American  sympathies.  CAMILO 
/BIENFUEGOS  is  the  Commander  of  the  Military  Camp  "Libertad" 
formerly  Camp  Columbia,  Havana. 
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In  Reply,  Please  Refer  to 

File  No .  February  17,  1959 


RE:  CUBAN  POLITICAL  ACTIVITIES 


A  source,  who  has  a  high  level  contact  at  La  Cabana 
Fortress,  Havana,  Cuba,  furnished  the  following  information  on 
February  15,  1959: 

ERNESTO  "CHE"  GUEVARA  is  very  interested  in  attempting 
to  convert  the  salty  marshes  in  Cienega  de  la  Zapata  into  rice 
growing  plantations.  This  source  stated  that  GUEVARA  reportedly 
has  discussed  this  problem  with  FIDEL  CASTRO,  that  CASTRO  was 
in  favor  of  it,  and  that  plans  were  being  made  to  have  some 
European  come  to  Cuba  in  order  to  make  a  survey  of  the  problem. 


According  to  this  source,  FIDEL  CASTRO  is  very  close 
to  his  brother,  RAUL,  and  to  ERNESTO  "CHE"  GUEVARA.  He  further 
^w^einted  out  that  CAMILO  CIENFUEGOS  does  not  enjoy  the  trust  and 
""1"‘  ‘  liration  of  FIDEL  CASTRO  as  does  GUEVARA. 

This  source  further  advised  that  there  was  some  dis- 
sion  in  which  GUEVARA  mentioned  that  the  Cuban  Government 
Id  send  a  ‘'commercial  man"  to  Russia  but  definitely  had  no 
plans  with  respect  to  such  an  appointment  at  the  present 


me. 


This  source  further  stated  that  the  question  of  an 
vasion  against  the  Dominican  Republic  by  forces  trained  in 
;ba  is  being  shelved  inasmuch  as  FIDEL  CASTRO  is  now  against 
such  a  move. 


m 

M 


GUEVARA  has  been  convincing  FIDEL  CASTRO  that  Cuba  ? 
should  embark  on  a  tremendous  plan  of  public  works,  education?, 
and  social  welfare  benefits  for  the  humble  people.  One  of  th’e 
things  that  he  desires  is  to  have  commissaries  where  public  \ 
workers  might  buy  their  foodstuffs  wholesale.  He  has  already 
established  such  a  store  at  La  Cabana. 


Discussion  also  has  been  had  with  respect  to  studying 
the  oil  situation  in  Cuba,  and  there  are  plans  to  bring  in 
technicians  to  determine  just  what  prospects  there  are  for 
finding  oil  in  this  country.  They  do  not  trust  some  of  the 
oil  companies  which  already  have  concessions  to  drill  here. 
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POTENTIAL  POLITICAL  RAMIFICATIONS  IN 

LATIN  AMERICA  AS  RESULT  OF  CUBAN  REVOLUTION 


As  result  of  successful  overthrow  of  Batista  regime 
in  Cuba  on  l/l/599  Fidel  Castro 3  Cuban  revolutionary  leader 3  has 
emerged  as  a  self-appointed  leader  of  the  masses  in  Latin  America . 

His  obvious  fanaticism  points  strongly  to  possibility  that  he  may 
have  dreams  of  leadership  in  Latin  America 3  along  lines  of  Nasser's 
recent  moves  in  Middle  East 9  to  use  the  impetus  of  the  Cuban 
revolution  as  a  motivating  force  in  precipitating  agitation  in 
other  Latin  American  countries  and  thereby  welding  together  a 
sphere  of  influence  in  that  area  in  which  he  would  be  the  predominating 
force ,  This  theory  is  strengthened  by  Castro's  recent  visit  to 
Veneauela  as  part  of  celebration  of  first  anniversary  of  successful 
overthrow  of  dictatorial  regime  in  that  country  as  well  as  his 
reported  statement  before  a  press  conference  1/22/59 reported  in  ^ 

"El  Mundo "  (a  Havana  newspaper)  that  he  was  an  admirer  of  Albisu 
Campos  ( self-styled  President  of  Nationalist  Party  of  Puerto  Rico)' 
and  favored  independence  of  Puerto  Rico» 

Trend  evidenced  here  points  to  possibility  that  Castro 
may  attempt  to  act  as  crusader  against  dictatorial  and  military 
governments  in  Latin  America f  using  as  issues  fact  that  such 
governments  represent  "vested  interests suppress  civil  liberties 3 
use  "strong  arm "  tactics  and  do  not  represent  " the  people In 
any  such  crusade  the  Castro  bloc  could  be  anticipated  to  include 
Cuba 3  Venezuela  and  possibly  Costa  Rica  aligned  against  Dominican 
Republic }  Haiti  and  Nicaragua  based  on  following  analysis « 
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ORIGINAL  FILED  IN 


Memorandum  for  A .  H,  Belmont 

Bet  Potential  Political  Bamifi cations  in 

Latin  America  as  Be  suit  of  Cuban  Bevolution 
109-NEW 


The  Dominican  Bepublic ,  where  Trujillo  is  an  absolute 
dictator ,.  is  hey  stronghold  of  dictatorial  rule  in  Latin  America , 
Trujillo ,  himself,  is  a  hated  and  feared  man.  He  rules  with  an 
iron  fist  and  exterminates  opposition  forces  ruthlessly . 

There  are  already  indications  of  imminent  upheaval  in 
political  structure  of  Haiti  where  military -type  regime  exists 
headed  by  President  Francois  Duvalier, 

Nicaragua  is  ruled  by  Luis  Somoza,  son  of  the  old- 
time  dictator  Anastasio  Somoza  (who  was  assassinated )  and 
military  influence  in  the  government  is  predominant , 

Aligned  against  this  group  with  Castro  would  be 
Venezuela  and  possibly  Costa  Bica,  Venezuela  had  a  dictatorial 
government  headed  by  Colonel  Marco  Perez  Jimenez  until  he  was 
ousted  in  January,  1958 ,  A  provisional  government ^  combining 
military  and  civil  elements ,  ruled  until  latter  part  of  1958  when 
free  elections  held  in  which  Bomulo  Betancourt  elected  President, 
He  is  "left  of  center"  in  his  views  and  admits  to  communist 
connections  many  years  ago.  He  must  walk  a  tight  rope  in  his 
policies  to  keep  military  group  appeased,  Costa  Bica  is  headed 
by  President  Mario  Echandi  Jiminez ;  has  democratic  form  of 
government  and  is  point  where  le ft-wing  Venezuelan  elements 
given  refuge  during  dictatorship  there ,  It  also  served  as  base 
for  support  of  Castro  revolutionary  forces. 

While  there  is  no  indication  as  yet  that  Castro  will 
attempt  to  pull  British  Guiana,  a  British  possession,  into  his 
orbit  its  mere  existence  as  neighbor  of  Venezuela  and  its 
political  make-up  point  to  fact  that  it  could  be  slated  for 
possible  alliance  with  Castro,  In  British  Guiana  there  is  an 
extreme  left-wing  political  party  (peoples  Progressive  Party) 
in  command  headed  by  Dr,  Cheddi  Jagan,  who  is  also  Prime  Minister, 
His  wife,  Janet  Bosenberg  Jagan,  has  record  of  former  communist 
affiliations  in  H,S, 
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In  order  to  get  a  picture  of  situation  and  to 
determine  whether  there  is  a  pattern  which  should  be  disseminated 
.  t-ti  o^vernment  circles,  we  propose  to  determine  from  Stat d  I 

I _ I  as  well  as  through  research  in  our  own  files,  identities  of 

oppositi on  groups  and  individuals  that  may  be  expected  to  agitate 
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and  provide  leadership  for  any  attempt  vo  overthrow  existing 
governments  in  Dominican  Republic ,  Haiti  and  Nicaragua . 

Similarly,  information  will  be  sought  as  to  identities  of 
chief  political  figures  in  existing  governments  of  Venezuela, 
Costa  Rica  and  British  Guiana •  Upon  receipt,  name  check 
memoranda  will  be  prepared  on  these  individuals  in  order  to  get 
complete  picture  of  data  available  from  other  agencies,  as  well 
as  data  developed  by  Bureau  sources ,  to  determine  whether  picture 
of  communist  influence  presents  pattern  warranting  dissemination , 
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j _ Be  commend  our  liaison  representative  contact  State 
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outside  countries  themselves . 
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Depa rtment 

groups  and'  TriUTvTauals,  inside  and - -  - - 

likely  to  provide  leadership  for  any  attempt  to  overthrow  governments 
of  Dominican  Republic,  Haiti  and  Nicaragua .  Similarly,  information 
is  desired  as  to  identities  of  chief  political  figures  in  existing 
governments  of  Venezuela ,  Costa  Rica  and  British  Guiana.  ,  Immediately 
availgbjte  material  should  be  secured  from  Statd  >y  liaison 

and  I - 1 should  be  requested  to  furnikn  a rurruvsnal  data 

as  rapidly  as  possible .  Sufficient  identifying  data  is  desired 
with  each  name  to  enable  proper  file  review */ 


5,  Upon  receipt  of  names  of  groups  and  individuals. 
Name  Check  Section  will  prepare  name  check  memoranda  broken  down 
according  to  data  available  from  other  agencies  and  data 
available  from  Bureau  sources  in  order  that  overfall  picture 
from  possible  dissemination  standpoint  can  be  analysed . 
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ikl|  mm  valued  at  two  hundred  and  itxtitnasisd 
dollars  directly  to  Cabs,  The  ants  were  not  described. 


Oft  February  3,  1950,  wr  T-X  learned  that  Mil  tea 
Frieda  an,  of  the  Jewish  Telegraphic  Agency,  Washington, 
b*  C.,  had  inquired  about  the  voting  record  of  Cuba 
concerning  Israeli  issues  before  the  Baited  Sat lose, 
vy  T-l  advised  that  Hugh  Or gel,  screen  Attache  of  the 
lereeli  aibassy,  reported  that  the  sabassy  had  the 
figures  but  these  were  set  available  at  the  present 
tine.  Fried® an  reported  that  he  could  not  recall  any 
anti-Israel  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  Cubans.jlm^  - 

This  ateaorandun  Is  loaned  to  you  by  rhe  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation,  and  neither  It  nor  Its  contests 
are  to  be  distributed  outside  the  agency  to  which  loaned* 
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By  cable  dated  2-12-59  and  letter  2-13-59 ,  £fte  Legal 

Havana ,  advised  that  Antonio  Be  La  Carrera,  private  secretary  to  Hoiioma/!!! _ 

President  Urrutia  of  Cuba,  had  indicated  to  Embassy  officials  that 

f**  assistance  oJ_ML  in  trainlrm  . 

Press  reports  indicated  that  _  b7D 

assist  in  training  Cuban  fural  police  but  a  check  with  \  ’revealed’  no 

oasis  for  that  report .  # /gsg j|J]  - 

_  Le^al  Attache  advises  that  the  American  Embassy  throuqh  the  point 

rn7ier>r>l,Vi+ai+  United  States  Information  Service  has  offered  the  Cuban 

\ahin1iu+erit  technical  assistance  for  training  in  various  matters.  He  believes 
\ absolutely  no  consideration  should  be  given  to  soliciting  a  request  for 
nnm*BU  assl^tance  but  that  consideration  should  be  given  only  if  the  request 
f Sr°-m  ihe  President  °f  Cuba  or  his  delegated  representative,  if  such  a 
Aalnlln  i u99ests  temporary  assignment  of  a  police  training  ' 

f. J'0  afford  limited  training  to  the  National  Police  in  order  to  build 
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Pe  Pa  Uarrera  is  a  C ub!qp  ’r.aiipt<0ney'-  who.  :iiicls^pM t-Oib^li- n  the  Julv  25-th 

prZTnt\io:iti^Torip  3:*«^ 

PS„ Va  '  He  has  been  contacted  several  times  by  Agents  of  the 

Nand  F0//l%^OOnOernill9  °Uban  revo^tionary  activities  and  was  cooperative 
a  d  pro-FBI.  The  present  revolutionary  Government  of  Cuba  is  politically 


are  favorable  toward  the  United  States . 
believed  that  the  Bureau  andbthe  United 
\  elements  where  possible  in  an  effort  to 
influence  in  the  Cuban  Government . 


Rather  than  abandon  the  field,  it  is 
States  should  assist  those  favorable 
help  them  in  achi evingjgr eater  i  , 


successful  ^nr^HiPft°-lt0e  trQt*tM  school  in  Cuba  from  1948  to  1950  was  fiighj 
5^ ff  ^Ul  \n.bu****n9  up  police  relations  and  contacts.  Due  to  the  critic  c 
ini+Jhi  'iY+ed  bV  the  present  revolutionary  Cuban  Government  and  its  political 
aTatoDtt  VSfA'—Z1.  te  PrenatHre.  Most  of  «.  pr/sllT™1 
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Psettilalul%U%°iri  \°i  lim\bed  Gaining  to  the  Nat ional^orl-p.cmmmho ulM 
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Memorandum  Roach  to  Belmont 
RE:  POLICE  LIAISON  -  CUBA 

Ttnthni™aTld  Priven*°'bher  agencies  from  taking  over  police  training  in  Cuba 

l%icialdv*a,,t«+enS  hov?lvern>only  */  and  when  we  receive  an  unsolicited  ° 
official  request  from  the  Cuban  Government # 

RECCMMENDATI  ON; 

.  jl  recommended  the  attached  cable  be  sent  to  the  Leaal  At-tanho 

-1°  retmsi  f°r  distance  should  be solicited  fr™ the 
i.f-a»oh  a  request  ts  uoiitntaril;/  made  through  off  total 

Ureal  would  A/JAH *nt  °f  °^a  °r  hTs  dele9dted  represents ive  ,  the 
mgeau^would  consider  tsmzuinly  assigning  a  police  instructor  to~Z7?ord 
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Cablegram 


W.C.  Sullivan  . 

Tele.  Room _ 

Holloman - 

Gandy - 


«A£45 


W.C.  i  ■■■’ 


AMERICAN  GAMBLING  ACTIVITIES  IN  CUBA.  | _ | ADV I SED'JHAT  BY 

GOVERNMENT  AUTHORIZATION  LUXURY  CASINOS  ARE  BE 1 1#  ALLOWED  TO 
REOPEN.  OTHER  SOURCES  HAVE  ADVISED  THAT  SOME  WILL  REOPEN  TODAY 
AND  OTHERS  WILL  REQUIRE  ADDITIONAL  WEEKS  PREPARATION.-  UNDER 
NEW  REGULATIONS  BINGO  PROHIBITED,  OPERATORS  MUST  HAVE  ECONOMIC 
STANDING  AND  NO  PRISON  RECORD,  NO  ONE  UNDER  18  YEARJS  MAY  GAMBLE, 
CASINOS  MUST  PRESENT  FIRST  CLASS  SHOWS  AND  ADVERTISING  MENTIONING. 
SPECIFIC  GAMES  AVAILABLE  NOT  PERMITTED.  REGULATIONS  WILL  BE  SET 
LATER  CONCERNING  SLOT  MACHINES.  AMOUNT  OF  GOVERNMENT  TAX  ON 
CASINOS  NOT  YET  FIXED. 


RECEIVED:  2-19-59 


ALL  INFORMATION  CONTAINED 


JAMES  T.  HAVERTY 
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If  the  intelligence  contained  in  the  above  message  is  to  be  dissemina\ 
paraphrased  in  order  to  protect  the  Bureau’s  cryptographic  systems • 


& 


ide  the  Bureau ,  it  is  suggested  that  it  be  suitably 


4-3  (Rev.  7-31-58) 


DECODED  COirt 


□  Airgram 


Cablegram 


URGENT  2-22-59 


TO  DIRECTOR 


FROM  LEGAT,  HAVANA  CUBA 


Trotter _ 

W.C.  Sullivan 
Tele.  Room  _ 

Holloman _ 

Gandy  _ 

..  luiro 


NO.  624 


-n  m 


CUBAN  POLITICAL  ACTIVITY,  FOREIGN  POLITICAL-CUBA.  RE  HAVANA*^ 
CABLE  FEBRUARY  12  LAST  CAPTIONED  BURO  REVOLUCIONARIO  DE 
INVESTIGATES  INTERNACIONALES  (BUREAU  OF  INTERNATIONAL 
'*  INVESTIGATIONS).  CAMILO  CIENFUEGOS,  (BUFILE* 105-54536)  LEFT 
'WITH  8  OF  HIS  FOLLOWERS  8:00  AM  THIS  DATE  FOR  NEW  YORK  CITY 
-  FOR  SEVERAL  DAYS  VISIT  WHERE  THEY  WILL  BE  GUESTS  OF  MAYOR  OF 
CITY.  SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION  IS  VISA  SECTION,  AMERICAN  EMBASSY, 
HAVANA. 


JAMES  T.  HAVERTY 
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*•  V. 

*  X  ) 


(Mmi'v 


A  -A  ^ 


/ 1  7 

rcjFEB  £6  1959 


&r:  (r 


If  the  intelligence  contained  in  the  above  message  is  to  be  disseminated  outside  the  Bureau,  it  is  suggested  that  it  be  suitably M 
paraphrased  in  order  to  protect  the  Bureau’s  cryptographic  systems . 
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Office  IS/izmoranau, 


y  :  Director,  FBI  <109-1: 
rom  ;  Legal  Attache,  Havan, 


SUBJECT: 


ITED  i 


FOREIGN  POLITICAL  MATTERS  -  CUBA 


GOVERNMI  ,1 

'.ly 


DATE:  March  3,  1959 


ReBulet  January  29,  1959.  !  ’ 

Due  to  the  fact  that  stenograph ic„help  in  this  office  are 
presently  compiling  various  quarterly  and  monthly  reports,  report 
on  above-captioned  subject  matter  will  not  submitted  until  March  10 


2  -  Bureau 
Havana 


.  o 


CODE 


CABLEGRAM 


1  -  Original  1  -  Mr.  Staffeld 

1  -  Mr.  Belmont  1  -  Liaison 

1  -  Mr.  Rosen  1  -  Yellow 

1  -  Mr.  De Loach  3-4-GO 


URGENT 


TO  LEGAL  ATTACHE  HAVANA 
FROM  BISECTOR  FBI 

foreign  Political  matter,  is  bash  guba .  reurcable  march  four3 

LAST .  \mSSELfS  STATEMENTS  TO  HAVE  CUBAN  PRINCIPALS  MM  BISECT 
APPROACH  TO  LEGAL  ATTACHE  ARE  COMPLETELY  UNA UTHQRIZEB .  YOU  ARE 
TO  MAKE  NO  MOVE  UNTIL  OFFICIAL  REPRESENTATION  IS  MALE  THROUGH 
NORMAL  DIPLOMATIC  CHANNELS  TO  THE  EMBASSY  IN  HAVANA  BY  CASTRO 'S 
FORCES.  KEEP' ME  FULLY  INFORMED  ON  ALL  DEVELOPMENTS. 


1  -  Foreign  Liaison  Unit  (detached) 
NOTE  ON  YELLOW: 


Copy,  :  of  Director  *s  memorandum  3-4-59  to  Messrs.  Tolson 
Belmont 3  Rosen3  and  DeLpach  and  copy  of  Havana  cablegram  attached. 
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Date: 


To: 


February  16,  1959 
Director,  FBI 

Legal  Attache,  Havana  (66-101) 


V 


From: 


Subject^  INTELLIGENCE  SURVEY  -  CUBA 


/■■  i 


SYNOPSIS 


A 


CONFUSION  IN  GOVERNMENT  (page  1) :  Complete  turnover  of  almost 
all  officials  and  subordinates  in  government  since  January  1* 

Up  until  February  13  CASTRO  formulating  policy  without  consulting 
with  Cabinet.  This  led  to  resignation  of  Prime  Minister  MIRO 
CARDONA.  Most  government  officials  lack  administrative  ability 
and  are  considered  immature.  ANTI-AMERICAN  FEELING  (page  4) : 

t  | CASTRO  by  anti-American  remarks  has  helped  inflame  anti-American 
Ifeeling  which  previously  did  not  exist  in  Cuba.  ECONOMIC  CON- 
EDITIONS  (page  4):  Approximately  500,000  unemployed  dub  to  ouster 
Jfo3T  government  workers;  strikes;  hesitancy  on  part  of  business 
interests:- to  commence  new  projects.  CASTRO  has  had  good  success 
in  appealing  to  workers  to  stop  strikes.  REMOVAL  OF  UNITED 
STATES  MILITARY  MISSIONS  (page  5):  United  States  Military 
Missions  tinder  attack  by  CASTRO  being  recalled.  CASTRO  claims 
going  to  have  Venezuelans!  I  train  army  forces.  STUDENTS! 

TAKE  OVER  HAVANA  UNIVERSITY  (pagev) :  Federation  of  University 
Students  in  complete  control  Havana  University.  Wants  to  dic¬ 
tate  not  only  who,  should  teach  students  but  also  subjects  to 
be  taught.  CENSORSHIP  (page  8):  Telephone  communications  being 
monitored.  CASTRO  calls  for  boycott  of  periodicals  which  he 
considers  attack  revolution.  EXECUTIONS  OF  "WAR  CRIMINALS" 

(page  9)’it  Approximately  325  now  execut ed”But  executions  still 
continuing.  First  major  trial  was  sort  of  sports*  affair  with 
17,000  personally  witnessing  it  at  Sports*  Palace,  Havana. 

\  COMMUNIST1  ACTIVITIES  (page  11):  Communist  Party  in  open  and 
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operating  own  newspaper  "Hoy."  Attempts  to  idept if y\  itself 
with  revolution.  ASYLUM  PROBLEM  (page  15) :  GtSban  Government 
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wants  right  to  say  who  should  be  given  asylum,  rj  CRIMINAL  AC- 
PIVITIES  ($age  17)  :  Gambling  casinos  in  important  hotels  expect;  f$ 
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In  Reply,  Please  Refer  to 
File  No.  - 1  I 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


February  16,  1959 


RE:  INTELLIGENCE  SURVEY  -  CUBA  ,, 

CONFUSION  IN  GOVERNMENT  Q>  __ 

The  first  six  weeks  of  the  new^^il^an  Revolutionary  Govern¬ 
ment  has  shown  the  weaknesses  of  various  government  leaders  and 
their  total  dependence  for  guidance  on  the  words  of  FIDEL  CASTRO, 
the  "maximo  lider"  (greatest  leader)  of  the  revolution.  The 
Provisional  President,  MANUEL  URRUTIA  LLEO,  has  proven  to  be 
a  mere  figurehead  and  one  whose  policies  sway  with  the  words 
of  CASTRO.  The  strong  man  in  the  Government,  namely  Prime 
Minister  JOSE  MIRO  CARDONA,  made  two  unsuccessful  efforts  to 
resign,  and  finally  on  February  13,  1959,  his  resignation  was 
accepted.  This  resignation  was  brought  about  by  the  fact  that 
government  policy  was  difficult  to  formulate  while  FIDEL  CASTRO 
had  a  free  reign  in  making  extemporaneous  decisions  without 
consulting  with  other  Government  leaders.  The  fact  that  FIDEL 
CASTRO  has  now  accepted  the  position  of  Prime  Minister  definitely 
will  place  more  responsibility  upon  his  shoulders  to  think  through 
a  problem  before  making  a  snap  solution. 

The  actual  functioning  of  Government  affairs  was 
hampered  by  the  almost  100  per  cent  turnover,  not  only  on  the 
part  of  highly  placed  Government  officials  but  also  on  the  part 
of  the  low-salaried  Government  employees.  This  resultant 
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Re:  Intelligence  Survey  -  Cuba 

take-over  of  Government  functions  by  absolutely  unequipped  indi¬ 
viduals  has  caused  almost  complete  chaos  in  the  day-to-day  func¬ 
tionings  of  the  Government.  It  has  also  caused  much  hard  feeling 
on  the  part  of  old-time  Government  employees  who  were  dismissed 
from  their  positions  merely  because  they  had  served  during  the 
Batista  regime,  even  though  they  had  never  been  sympathetic  to 
the  policies  of  the  former  Cuban  leader,  General  FULGENCIO  BATISTA. 

Over  the  week-end  of  February  7,  1959,  the  Cabinet  ap¬ 
proved  the  “Ley  Fundamental”  (Basic  Law)  which  is  to  govern  its 
actions  until  a  Constitutional  Government  is  re-established  under 
the  Constitution  of  1940  or  under  some  new  constitution  which 
might  be  brought  up.  Under  this  “Basic  Law”  the  right  of  writ 
of  habaes  corpus  is  not  permitted  to  those  persons  accused  of 
“war  crimes”  under  the  BATISTA  regime.  It  also  reduced  to  30 
the  age  for  President  and  Cabinet  members,  thus  making  FIDEL 
CASTRO  eligible.  Citizenship  is  conferred  on  foreigners  who 
served  as  officers  in  the  Rebel  Army ,  and  it  contained  a  special 
provision  which  granted  native-born  citizenship  to  anyone  who  had 
served  as  an  officer  with  the  Rebel  Forces  for  more  than  two 
years.  This  latter  provision  was  tailor-made  for  only  one  indi¬ 
vidual,  namely  the  Argentine  National,  ERNESTO  ”CHE”  GUEVARA. 

The  revolution  has  brought  into  the  Government  a  group 
of  young,  immature  individuals  lacking  in  any  previous  administra¬ 
tive  experience*  In  many  instances  persons  are  designated  for 
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high  positions  on  the  strength  of  the  fact  that  they  were  indi¬ 
viduals  who  accompanied  FIDEL  CASTRO  to  Cuba  from  Mexico  on  the 
’’Gramma."  The  Chief  of  the  National  Police  is  a  man  of  no  educa¬ 
tional  qualifications  and  who  by  occupation  is  a  taxi-cab  driver. 
His  claim  to  fame  is  that  he  lost  three  brothers  in  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  and  he  is  one  of  the  original  survivors  of  the  "Gramma" 
expedition.  Most  members  of  the  Cabinet,  although  considered  to 
be  honest  and  hard  workers,  are  not  known  for  their  previous 
business  or  administrative  experience .  Prior  to  his  accepting 
the  position  of  Prime  Minister,  on  many  occasions  in  public 
utterances  CASTRO  would  expound  at  great  length  on  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  policies  and  then  in  the  same  speech  would  disclaim  any 
responsibilities  for  mistakes  made  by  public  leaders  by  stating 
he  had  not  appointed  them  and  what  policy  such  leaders  formulated 
was  their  own.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  honesty  among 
the  officials  in  the  present  Cuban  Government.  CASTRO  has  stated 
he  wished  Ministers’  salaries  to  be  cut  in  half  and  indicated  that 
they  henceforth  would  receive  $425.00  per  month  with  nothing  being 
given  them  for  expenses.  If  this  plan  is  carried  through,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  some  Ministers  will  resign  inasmuch  as  they 
could  not  possibly  live  on  such  a  low  standard  of  living. 

(No  dissemination  -  Public  knowledge.  Opinion  of  Legat.) 
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ANTI-AMERICAN  FEELING 

FIDEL  CASTRO,  although  stating  that  he  is  not  anti-American 
in  his  sentiments,  has  in  public  remarks  flamed  anti-American  feeling 
which  previously  did  not  exist  in  Cuba,.  His  intemperate  attacks 
on  United  States  big  business  and  United  States  foreign  policy 
have  been  echoed  by  other  members  of  his  coterie.  FIDEL  CASTRO 
has  some  of  the  makings  of  a  demagogue.  In  his  speeches  he 
has  attacked  American  news  agencies,  American  big  business, 

American  Ambassadors,  and  American  Military  Missions. 

(No  dissemination  -  Public  knowledge.) 

EGONOMIC  CONDITIONS 

It  is  estimated  that  at  the  present  time  there  are 
approximately  500,000  unemployed  in  Cuba,  Although  in  the  first 
month  of  the  revolution  there  were  numerous  strikes  on  the  part 
of  labor,  CASTRO  and  the  Government  leaders  have  pointed  out 
that,  although  they  realize  that  in  most  instances  the  workers 
had  just  grievances,  workers  should  defer  their  demands  until 
such  time  as  the  sugar  crop  has  been  harvested.  It  is  to  be 
noted  that  this  crop  is  usually  harvested  between  December  15 
and  April  15,  at  which  latter  date  the  rains  usually  commence 
in  Cuba  and  prevent  further  work  in  the  cane  fields.  CASTRO 
has  had  good  success  in  convincing  the  workers  that  they  should 
return  to  their  jobs,  but  in  public  speeches  he  has  pointed  out 
to  them  that  the  Government  in  the  future  will  see  to  it  that 
their  demands  are  met. 
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CASTRO  has  stated  that  agrarian  reform  is  the  corner¬ 
stone  of  his  economic  program.  In  this  respect  be  stated  that 
in  order  to  combat  unemployment,  greater  job  opportunities  must 
be  created;  that  to  creat  greater  job  opportunities  new  indus¬ 
tries  were  needed  which  would  be  protected  by  stringent  tariffs. 
Under  the  agrarian  reform  the  rural  population  would  have  more 
funds  with  which  to  purchase  products  from  these  new  industries. 
CASTRO,  himself,  during  the  first  part  of  February  made  a  trip 
to  the  Eastern  part  of  Cuba  where  he  distributed  some  lands 
to  the  peasants. 

Factors  which  tend  to  create  the  present  poor  economic 
conditions  are  ah  unstable  labor  market  with  wildcat  strikes; 
the  lack  of  tourism;  the  freezing  of  a  number  of  bank  accounts 
and  safe  deposit  boxes;  and  the  hesitancy  on  the  part  of 
business  to  engage  in  new  enterprises  under  an  unstable  govern¬ 
ment. 

(No  dissemination  -  Public  knowledge.) 

REMOVAL  OF  UNITED  STATES  MILITARY  MISSIONS 

CASTRO  on  numerous  occasions  has  stated  that  United 
States  Military  Missions  must  be  removed  from  Cuba.  He  derides 
these  missions  by  claiming  that  they  had  trained  the  defeated 
Batista  forces.  CASTRO  wished  to  convey  the  impression  that  his 
military  genius  had  defeated  a  much  larger  array  and,  furthermore, 
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an  army  that  had  been  trained  by  U,  S.  military  men.  Host  in¬ 
formed  people  realize  that  the  defeat  of  the  Batista  forces  was 
brought  about  by  corruption  on  the  part  of  the  high  Cuban  mili¬ 
tary  leaders  and  poor  morale  on  the  part  of  the  average  foot 
soldier.  No  specific  request  was  made  by  Cuban  officials  for 
the  withdrawal  of  U.  S.  Military  Missions;  however,  when  United 
States  authorities  stated  that  consideration  would  be  given 
to  the  withdrawal  of  such  groups,  the  Cuban  Government  stated 
that  it  would  agree  to  such  withdrawal. 

Articles  have  appeared  in  the  public  press  which  state 
that  the  Cuban  Army  will  be  reorganized  in  the  outlying  regions 
into  a  rural  guard jand  that  I 

_ will  instruct  this  new  group.  This  has  been  denied  by 

(0) 

CASTRO  has  also  mentioned  that  he  had  plans  to  have 
his  Army  trained  by  a  military  mission  from  Venezuela.  He  either 
forgets  or  does  not  know  that  the  Venezuelan  Army  is  being  trained 
by  one  of  the  largest  U«  S.  Missions  in  Latin  America. 

The  old  Army  of  Cuba  is  completely  disorganized,  and 
it  has  been  reported  that  CASTRO  will  not  permit  one  official 
of  the  old  Army  to  be  retained  in  his  position. 

RAUL  CASTRO  is  presently  in  Havana  and  is  taking  a 
hand  in  the  reorganization  of  the  new  Cuban  Army. 

(No  dissemination  -  Public  knowledge.) 
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STUDENTS  TAKE  OVER  HAVANA  UNIVERSITY 

During  the  week  of  February  3,  1959,  the  Federation  of 
University  Students  (FEU)  took  over  the  premises  of  Havana  Uni¬ 
versity  and  ousted  the  University  Council  which  ruled  this  insti¬ 
tution.  The  FEU  stated  that  the  University  Council  had  not  acted 
rapidly  enough  in  dismissing  former  faculty  members  who  had  close 
association  with  the  Batista  regime  and  also  that  such  council 
had  not  corrected  the  deficiencies  in  the  university’s  curricula. 
As  in  most  Latin  American  countries,  the  university  students  are 
a  strong  political  force.  At  Havana  University  they  have  always 
been  a  source  of  trouble.  FIDEL  CASTRO,  himself,  while  a  student 
at  Havana  University,  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  ’’gangster 
elements”  which  terrorized  not  only  the  student  body  but  the 
faculty  members.  It  is  known  that  in  the  past  students  have  se¬ 
cured  degrees  from  this  University  by  threatening  at  gunpoint 
the  professors.  It  is  also  known  that  professors  have  received 
emoluments  for  years  even  though  they  taught  no  classes. 

The  FEU  at  the  present  time  wants  complete  voice,  not 
only  in  the  selection  of  professors  but  also  what  subjects  will 
be  taught. 

A  serious  bone  of  contention  has  arisen  with  respect 
to  private  universities  by  the  application  of  "Law  11”  which 
abrogates  all  degrees  conferred  by  these  universities  during 
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the  past  two  years.  The  claim  is  made  by  the  revolutionary 
government  that  this  is  necessary  so  as  not  to  penalize  the 
students  who  were  fighting  with  the  revolutionary  forces  during 
the  time  that  private  universities  were  conferring  degrees. 

The  largest  of  the  private  universities  is  that  of  the  American- 
owned  ,•Villanueva,,  located  in  Havana.  This  university  is  now 
closed.  Authorities  in  charge  of  Villanueva  University  state 
that  they  will  not  reopen  the  university  until  "Law  11”  is  re¬ 
pealed  and  also  will  not  tolerate  the  control  of  their  uni¬ 
versity  by  members  of  the  PEU. 

The  Minister  of  Education,  a  young,  28-year-old  re¬ 
volutionary  with  no  previous  administrative  experience,  has  been 
openly  backing  the  FEU  in  its  claims. 

(No  dissemination  -  Public  knowledge  and  opinion  of 

Legat • ) 


CENSORSHIP 

As  pointed  out  above,  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for 
"war  criminals"  has  been  suspended.  It  has  also  been  reliably 
ascertained  that  international  telephone  calls  and  some  local 
telephone  calls  are  being  monitored  by  Government  authorities. 
CASTRO  in  numerous  public  statements  has  attacked  the  "monopo¬ 
listic"  North  American  press  services,  claiming  they  have  not 
given  a  true  picture  of  the  Cuban  revolutionary  scene.  He 
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has  stated  he  would  like  to  see  Latin  American  nations  form  a  new 
Latin  American  press  service*  CASTRO  has  proven  himself  to  be 
very  "thin  skinned"  with  respect  to  any  public  criticism*  The 
prominent  Cuban  magazine  "Zig  Zag",  which  is  noted  for  its  sharp 
cartoons,  bore  the  brunt  of  a  verbal  attack  by  CASTRO  because 
of  several  cartoons  appearing  in  the  magazine  which  CASTRO  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  anti-revolutionary.  CASTRO  publicly  called  for  a 
boycott  against  any  periodicals  which  he  considered  were  attacking 
the  revolution. 

(No  dissemination  -  Public  knowledge.) 

EXECUTIONS  OF  "Wjyt  CRIMINALS" 

To  date  approximately  325  former  followers  of  the  Batista 
regime  have  been  executed  before  firing  squads  throughout  Cuba. 
World  press  reaction  to  wholesale  executions  by  present  Cuban 
officials  caused  CASTRO  to  invite  to  Cuba  approximately  300 
foreign  newspapermen  in  what;  he  called  "Operation  Truth."  In 
connection  with  this  operation,  on  January  21,  1959,  he  delivered 
a  speech  in  the  Central  Park  of  Havana,  at  which  gathering  Govern¬ 
ment  officials  claimed  one  million  persons  were  in  attendance. 

In  his  talk  CASTRO  called  on  the  people  for  public  support  for 
the  execution  of  Batista  "war  criminals."  The  following  day, 
January  22,  1959,  the  Government  staged  what  was  billed  a 
model  public  trial  of  one  of  these  "war  criminals",  which  trial 
was  to  demonstrate  to  the  world  the  fairness  of  the  court  martial 
proceedings.  The  accused  was  one  of  the  Batista  Army  commanders 
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with  the  worst  of  reputations,  namely  Major  JESUS  SOSA  BLANCO. 

The  proceedings  were  televized  and  were  personally  witnessed  by 
17,000  persons.  The  scene  was  the  Havana  Sports  Palace,  and, 
instead  of  a  murder  trial,  it  had  all  the  earmarks  of  a  sporting 
event.  The  hooting,  howling  mob  cheered  on  the  prosecution  and 
booed  the  defense.  SOSA  BLANCO  in  defense  stated  that  this  was 
not  a  trial  but  merely  a  spectacle  like  that  which  was  held  in 
the  Coliseum  of  Rome.  He  was  found  guilty  and  ordered  to  be 
shot;  however,  his  case  was  appealed,  and,  evidently  because 
of  the  world-wide  press  attacks  on  the  type  of  trial  he  received, 
a  new  trial  for  him  has  been  ordered.  It  is  Legal  Attache fs 
opinion  he  will  be  shot. 

In  the  Havana  area,  ERNESTO  ’’CHE”  GUEVARA  is  the  one 
conducting  the  trials  of  the  Batista  sympathizers.  With  methodical 
frequency  his  court  martial  hearings  result  in  a  sentence  of 
death  for  the  accused. 

CASTRO  has  consistently  alleged  that  such  executions 
are  necessary  and  has  stated  that  the  Government  will  have 
terminated  with  them  by  March  of  1959.  In  many  instances  those 
being  tried  for  nwar  crimes"  were  officers  of  the  Batista  forces 
who  claimed  that  they  killed  rebels  merely  in  Army  battles.  The 
courts  do  not  listen  with  much  sympathy  to  the  plea  that  such 
officers  were  mainly  carrying  out  their  duties.  At  the  present 
time  approximately  20  Cuban  aviators  of  the  Batista  Army  are 
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being  tried  in  Oriente  Province  for  having  carried  out  the  orders 
of  their  commanding  officers  to  bomb  Cuban  towns* 

There  is  no  voice  raised  among  the  revolutionary  leaders 
to  condemn  those  of  their  members  who  committed  acts  of  terrorism 
against  the  Batista  Government.  Those  rebel  sympathizers  who 
threw  bombs  into  stores  in  Havana  during  the  revolutionary  days 
whereby  women  were  killed  and  maimed  are  now  considered  to  be 
the  heroes  of  the  revolution. 

Information  has  been  received  that  one  of  the  individuals 
who  was  instrumental  in  stealing  a  Miami -to-Cuba  bound  Cuban  Air¬ 
lines  Viscount  may  now  hold  an  important  Government  position. 

In  the  stealing  of  this  plane,  which  crashed  in  Oriente  Province 
on  attempting  to  land,  several  American  citizens  were  killed. 
Because  of  the  violent  reaction  of  the  press  at  that  time  to 
this  haphazard  endangering  of  civilian  life,  the  rebel  leaders 
stated  that  such  attempted  theft  was  done  without  their  sanction 
and  that  those  involved  in  it  would  be  punished;  however,  no 


such  action  is  known  to  have  been  taken. 

(No  dissemination  -  Public  knowledge  and  opinion  of 

Legat . ) 


COMMUNIST  ACTIVITIES 

The  Partido  Socialista  Popular  (PSP  -  Cuban  Communist 
Party)  daily  newspaper  "Hoy",  which  has  appeared  daily  since 
January  5,  1959,  continues  to  espouse  the  line  of  continued 
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close  cooperation  between  the  revolutionary  forces  with  full 
participation  in  the  new  government  for  all  elements  which  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  liberation.  The  PSP  claims  such  participation. 

It  attempts  to  closely  align  the  Communists  and  their  program 
with  the  Castro  Government.  Of  course,  it  violently  attacks 
the  United  States  as  being  "imperialistic”  and  is  highly 
laudatory  of  Soviet  achievements. 

The  PSP  has  openly  established  its  Cuban  National  Head¬ 
quarters  at  Calle  Prado  426  in  Havana  and  is  reportedly  in  the 
process  of  opening  Provincial  and  Sectional  Offices  throughout  the 
country. 

During  the  first  month  of  the  revolution  there  were 
very  few  public  attacks  on  the  part  of  newspapers  or  Government 
officials  against  the  PSP;  in  fact,  to  the  contrary,  July  26 
leaders,  such  as  ERNESTO  "CHE”  GUEVARA  and  CAMILO  CIENFUEGOS 
openly  stated  that  they  saw  nothing  wrong  with  having  a  legally 
constituted  Communist  Party. 

Beginning  with  about  February  1,  1959,  however,  some 
Havana  newspapers  have  begun  to  attack  Communism.  The  leading 
Cuban  weekly  magazine  "Bohemia"  carried  a  six-page  article  which 
claimed  that  Communism  in  Cuba  was  merely  trying  to  disrupt  normal 
Cuban-United  States  relationships.  This  article  pointed  out  the 
threat  to  Cuba  of  the  world-wide  conspiracy  which  was 
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Other  newspapers  also  have  attacked  openly  the  PSP  and  its 
leaders,  claiming  that  they  took  orders  from  Moscow* 

Although  in  the  first  few  days  of  the  revolution  the 
files  of  the  Bureau  for  Repression  of  Communist  Activity  (BRAC) 
were  confiscated  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  ERNESTO  "CHE”  GUEVARA, 
information  has  been  received  by  this  office  that  rebel  leaders, 
including  FIDEL  CASTRO,  now  are  fearful  of  the  Communist  threat 
and  are  desirous  of  forming  a  highly  secret  Government  organiza¬ 
tion  which  would  be  one  to  investigate  Communism  and  be  vigilant 


The  Cuban  Secretary  of  State,  ROBERTO  AGRAMONTE,  publicly 
stated  on  January  25,  1959,  that  the  Cuban  Revolutionary  Govern¬ 
ment  did  not  contemplate  establishing  diplomatic  relations  with 
the  Soviet  Union.  The  former  Prime  Minister,  JOSE  MIRO  CARDONA, 
however,  on  February  4,  1959,  stated  that  the  Cuban  Government 
was  not  "anti-anything  or  anti-any  nation’*  and  pointed  out  that 
if  the  United  States  maintained  diplomatic  relations  with  Com¬ 
munist-bloc  countries,  there  is  no  reason  that  Cuba  should  not 
do  likewise* 

Information  was  received  by  this  office  that  VASILI 
CHICHKOV,  a  representative  of  the  Russian  newspaper  "Pravda” 
had  come  to  Havana  from  Mexico  on  January  21,  1959.  He  was 


ngs  its  endeavors. 

(ind ^public  source.  Disseminated  locally  and 
-nuraau  advised. ) 
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accompanied  by  JUAN  MANUEL  BERLANGA,  a  representative  of  the 
Mexico  City  newspaper  "El  Popular."  Source  advised  that 
transportation  for  these  two  had  been  paid  by  the  Cuban  Govern¬ 
ment,  which  also  paid  for  approximately  300  newspapermen  who  came 
to  Cuba  at  that  time.  Their  hotel  bill,  however,  was  paid  by 
ERNESTO  "CHE"  GUEVARA. 

(Source  -| _ 

Disseminated  locally  and  to  Bureau  by 
letter  February  9,  1959,  titled  CURRENT 
SOVIET  ESPIONAGE  AND  SUBVERSIVE  ACTIVITIES.) 

SEVERO  AGUIRRE,  a  representative  of  the  PSP  to  the 
21st  Communist  Party  Congress  in  Moscow,  according  to  public 
sources,  claimed  that  the  PSP  of  Cuba  "working  underground  at 
the  price  of  the  lives  of  many  of  its  leaders,  actually  launched 
the  struggle  for  unification  of  all  Cuban  revolutionary  forces." 

On  February  7,  1959,  newspapers  in  Havana  alleged  that 
JUAN  MARINELLO,  President  of  the  PSP,  was  going  to  Moscow  to 
"receive  instruetions."  In  a  public  letter  he  stated  he  intended 
to  make  a  trip  to  Moscow  in  connection  with  the  World  Peace 
Council. 

I 

Two  sources  have  advised  that  RAUL  CASTRO  has  mentioned  lj 
that  he  had  fears  that  the  Communists  might  become  too  strong,  / 
especially  in  the  labor  field.  Another  source  has  advised  that 
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CAMILO  CIENFUEGOS,  one  of  the  July  26  Commanders,  is  attempting  j 

to  set  up  a  secret  government  organization  to  investigate  Com-  j 

rf 

z 

munism.  1 


(Sources  -  Former  I  .  I 

anc  Disseminated  locally 

ana  last  part  to  bureau  by  cable*) 
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ASYLUM  PROBLEM 

Some  diplomatic  establishments  in  Cuba  have  been  irri¬ 
tated  over  the  attitude  of  the  Cuban  Government  with  respect  to 
the  asylum  problem.  The  Cuban  Secretary  of  State  alleged  that 
many  individuals  who  had  been  given  asylum  by  foreign  embassies 
were  nothing  more  than  criminals.  The  diplomatic  establishments 
themselves  stated  that  they  were  the  only  ones  who  could  judge 
to  whom  they  furnished  asylum.  The  problem  was  further  heightened 
when,  on  two  occasions,  planes  which  were  taking  asylees  out  of 
the  country  found  it  necessary  to  return  to  Cuba,  presumably 
suffering  from  mechanical  trouble.  On  one  of  these  occasions 
the  Cuban  Government  stated  that  those  returning  were  no  longer 
eligible  to  receive  asylum*  After  strong  protest  on  the  part 
of  the  diplomatic  embassy  involved  (Chile) ,  these  individuals 
again  were  permitted  to  enter  the  Embassy,  They  are  still  there. 
It  has  been  rumored  that  the  malfunctioning  of  the  airplanes 
was  merely  a  ruse  whereby  Cuban  Government  authorities  hoped  to 
be  able  to  get  their  hands  on  some  of  those  seeking  asylum.  The 
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irritation  of  the  Cuban  Diplomatic  Corps  reached  such  a  degree 
that  an  official  Cuban  reception  in  honor  of  the  Cuban  hero 
"Jose  Marti”  was  boycotted  by  the  foreign  embassy  establishments* 

(No  dissemination  -  Public  knowledge.) 
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CRIMINAL  ACTIVITIES 

1.  Top  Hoodlums 

Only  two  top  hoodlums  are  definitely  known  to  be  in 
Havana  area  at  the  present  time*  They  are  SANTO  TRAFFICANTE 
and  JACK  LANSKY,  both  Miami  Top  Hoodlums*  Sources  have  indicated 
that  additional  top  hoodlums  probably  would  appear  on  the  Cuban 
scene  in  the  near  future  if  the  gambling  casinos  are  reopened* 

2.  Gambling 

FIDEL  CASTRO  has  publicly  stated  that  the  gambling 
casinos  will  be  reopened.  Local  American  gamblers  have  indicated 
that  they  hoped  to  have  the  casinos  opened  by  February  21,  1959* 
Because  tourism  is  at  almost  a  standstill,  many  casino  operators 
have  indicated  they  would  prefer  to  keep  the  casinos  closed  be¬ 
cause  they  feel  they  would  lose  less  money. 

In  this  connection,  sources  have  indicated  that  it 
was  former  Prime  Minister  JOSE  MIRO  CARDONA’S  strong  stand 
against  reopening  gambling  casinos  which  caused  him  to  submit 
his  resignation*  In  early  speeches  FIDEL  CASTRO  had,  to  a 
certain  extent,  committed  the  new  Cuban  Government  to  reopening 
the  casinos  on  a  controlled  and  limited  basis.  Subsequent 
demonstrations  by  employees  of  the  gambling  casinos  apparently 
gave  the  necessary  impetus  to  the  move  to  get  the  casinos 
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reopened.  It  is  expected  that  the  gambling  casinos  in  the  Sans 
Souci  and  Tropicana  night  clubs,  as  well  as  in  the  Hotels  Riviera, 
Hilton,  Nacional,  and  Capri  will  reopen.  Also,  there  have  been 
indications  that  the  casinos  in  the  Hotels  Comodoro  and  Plaza 
possibly  may  reopen.  The  reopening  of  gambling  casinos  will  be 
done  on  a  trial  basis,  and  there  are  definite  indications  that 
the  Cuban  Government  contemplates  "taking  over”  these  casinos 
after  a  period  of  a  few  months.  American  gamblers  in  Havana 
recognize  that  this  may  happen  but  are  confident  that  Cuban 
operated  and  managed  gambling  casinos  will  not  be  successful 
and  will  not  attract  tourists. 

3.  "Take" 

No  definite  pronouncement  as  yet  has  been  made  by 
the  Cuban  Government  as  to  the  percentage  of  profit  the  Govern¬ 
ment  desires  to  receive  from  gambling  operations.  As  previously 
reported,  FIDEL  CASTRO  on  one  occasion  stated  that  the  casino 
profits  would  be  divided  as  follows: 

40  per  cent  -  Cuban  charity; 

30  M  "  -  tourist  promotion; 

30  ”  ”  -  casino  operators. 

One  source  has  indicated  that  this  statement  by  CASTRO 
concerned  itself  with  the  gross  take  of  the  casino  rather  than 
with  the  net  profit  and  pointed  out  that  no  casino  could  operate 
on  30  per  cent  of  the  gross  take  for  the  casino  operator. 
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4.  Police  Tie-Ups  With  Organized  Crime 

As  yet,  there  has  been  no  indication  of  any  police 
tie-ups  with  organized  crime.  There  is,  of  course,  as  yet  a 
substantial  lack  of  organization  on  the  part  of  the  various 
Cuban  law  enforcement  agencies,  as  well  as  a  lack  of  clarity 
as  to  just  what  jurisdiction  these  agencies  have.  In  addition, 
there  has  been  no  indication  as  to  what  particular  police  agency 
might  have  contact  with  or  jurisdiction  of  gambling  casinos. 

5.  Other  Criminal  Activity 


No  new  developments 
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FOREIGN  POLITICAL  MATTER,  IS  -  CUBA*  [REBUCAB  FEBRUARY  3  LAST. 
EMBASSY  RECEIVED  FOLLOWING  CONFIDENTIAL  TELEGRAM  FROM  STATE 
DEPARTMENT  MARCH  3  WHICH  WAS  MADE  KNOWN  TO  THIS  OFFICE  TODAY. 
-#}@$r«F OR  LEGAL  ATTACHE  FROM  LEGAL  ADVISER.  THE  DEPARTMENT  . 

WAS  APPROACHED  BY  MILTON  WESSEL.  SPECIAL  ASSISTANT  IQ 
ATTORNEY  GENERAL  FOR  COORDINATION  JUSTICE  ACTIVITIES  RELATING 
't0~0RGANIZED  CRIME WESSEL  IN  TURN  HAD  BEEN  APPROACHED  BY 
^  ATTORNEY ,  REPORTED  TO  REPRESENT  FERNANDEZ, 

HEAD  OF  SUGAR  STABILIZATION  INSTITUTE,  JOSE  LLANUZA  (REFERRED 
TO  AS  MAYOR  OF  HABANA),  AND  MRS.  NUNEZ,  UNDERSTOOD  TO  BE 
GOVERNMENT  OFFICIAL  IN  CHARGE  OF  SUPERVISION  OF  GAMBLING.  BOTH 
STATED  CUBA  WANTED  TO  REOPEN  GAMBLING  CASINGS  BUT  WANTED  TO 
BE  ASSURED  SPONSORS  LEGITIMATE  AND  REQUESTED  INFORMATION  ON 
AMERICANS  ENGAGED  IN  SUCH  ACTIVITIES] |OFFERED  IN  TURN 
INFORMATION  OF  INTEREST  TO  WESSEL  OFFICE,  IMMIGRATION,  ETC. 

IN  DEPARTMENT’S  VIEW  UNDESIRABLE  INITIATE  SUCH  EXCHANGE 
THROUGH  U.  S.  INTERMEDIARY  SUCH  hi  I  ACCORDINGLY,  HAVE 

INFORMED  WESSEL  TO  TELLl  ~To  HAVE  CUBAN  PRINCIPALS  MAKE^ 
DIRECT  APPROACH  LEGAL  ATTACHE,  U.  S.  EMBASSY,  HABANO*  WESSEL 
MAIN  OFFICE  IS  ROOM  607,  U.  S.  COURT  HOUSE,  FOLEY  SQUARE 
NEW  YORK  CITY.  HERTER.^  44Nip0T€  THIS  OFFICE  HAS  RECEIVED  NO //. 
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REQUEST  FROM  OFFICIALS  HERE  FOR  INFORMATION  ON  AMERICANS 
OPERATING  GABML I NG  ESTABLISHMENTS.  JOSE  LLANUZA  IS  MAYOR 
OF  HAVANA.  PASTOR  I TA  NUNEZ  IS  MINISTER  OF  SOCIAL  WELFARE 
AND  SUPERVISES  CASINOS.  ALBERTO  FERNANDEZ  IS  HEAD  SUGAR 
INSTITUTE.  BUREAU  WILL  BE  ADVISED  IMMEDIATELY  ON  RECEIPT 
OF  FUTURE  INFORMATION. 

JAMES  T.  HAVERTY 

RECEIVED:  4-4-59  11:46  AM  MJC-MAP 


-  Mr*  Nasca 
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Subject  in  Security  Index  and  key  flgurs 
.-.e  n*  i  York  Office.  He  has  served  in  editorial 
Mpncity  for  coranuniat  publications  for  >=any  years 

hoo  eiven  numerous  speeches  for  communist  ea-^es 
fSr  Sv  rears .  He  recently  traveled  to  Cuba  a  a  a 
eorresDonderit  f or  "The  Worker."  Since  his  return 
he  has  written  articles  regarding  the  Cuban  situation 
for^he  5orke?"  and  has  beSn  giving  public  speeches 
under  communist  auspices  on  the  same  subject. 
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AIRTEL 


TO;  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (10J-61835) 

FROM:  SAC,  NEW  YORK  (100-13444) 


SUBJECT:  JOSEPH  NORTH 
IS-C 


Re  NY  airtel  to  Bureau  dated  2/26/55\»  and  NY  i  ,,  .  5 
letter  to  Bureau  dated  2/27/59.  ' 

Enclosed  are  5  cosies  of  a  letterhead  memorandum 
for  appropriate  dissemination. 


The  sources  referredtto  in  the,  lottorhr.ad 
in  order  of  aopearence  are  Panel  Sources 
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3<Bureau  ( 100-81835 ) (RM) 
R-New  York  (100-18444 ) 

( 1-|  I  Inves  tigativo 

(1-  Investigative ) 
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Umieh  Stains  Iteparf  m^ttf  of  du#tic$ 

3fefci*ral  bureau  of  Jttuesttgaftnit 

New  York,  Hew  York 
I-Iarch,  2,  1959 


Eo :  Joseph  north 

Internal  Security  -  C 

A  source,  who  has  furnished  reliable  Information 
In  the  past,  attended  0,  meeting  entitled,  ‘‘Eye -fitness 
Report  on  the  Cuban  Revolution"  which  was  delivered  by 
Joseph  Ilorth,  Foreign  Editor  of  "The  Worker1* ,  Sunday 
evening,  February  15,  1959 ^  at  Brighton  Beach  Community 
Center,  3200  Coney  Island  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  Hew  York, 

"The  Worker"  Is  an  East  Coast  Communist 
weekly  newspaper. 


Source  advised,  among  other  tilings,  that  Ilorth 
stated  that  he  had  addressed  large  groups  from  one  end 
of  the  island  to  the  other.  The  groups  had  had  one  tiling 
in  common,  a  contempt,  even  hatred,  for  the  United  States 
Government,  particularly  for  the  State  Department  and  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  and  a  respect,  even  love 
for  the  American  people  as  represented  by  the  group  at 
tills  meeting.  The  American  Government  had  supplied 
Batista  with  arms,  planes  and  bombs,  and  has  trained 
the  Batista  pilots.  He  had  seen  many  villages  that  had 
been  bombed.  The  Isle  of  Pines  had  been  a  prison  for 
Political  Prisoners  and  had  been  the  scene  of  tortures. 
Ambassador  Smith  must  have  been  aware  of  these  tortures 
as  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  men  had  been  assigned 
to  the  Island.  In  the  Batista  files,  five  identification 
cards  of  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  men  had  been 
found.  It  was  their  Job  to  put  the  finger  on  Castro 
supporters . 


Another  source,  who  has  furnished  reliable 
information  in  the  past  and  who  attended  the  above-mentioned 
meeting,  advised  on  February  24F,  1959 3  that  Worth  stated 
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in  his  talk  that  he  arrived  in  Havana*  Cuba*  on  the 
same  day  that  Pi del  Castro  arrived  there. 


Source  advised  that  North  stated  that  Batista 
cooperated  with  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  {FBI) 
and  that  the  FBI  sent  five  FBI  Agents  incognito  to 
Cuba  during  the  revolution.  North  further  stated  that 
these  five  FBI  Agents  took  positions  with  the  Batista 
Secret  Police  with  the  idea  of  keeping  an  eye  on  Americans 
wno  came  to  Cuba  during  the  Revolution. 


Source  also  advised  that  subject  also 
stated  in  passing  that  the  Batista  Secret  Police  are  even 
worse  than  the  FBI. 
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lleuroabte  3/4/59  captioned  Foreign  Political 
Hatter*  IS  **  Cuba*  ** 


Information  concerning  American  gambling 
activities  in  Guba  should  be  submitted  in  the  future 
under  the  caption  of  this  cotnmnication. 
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TO  REG  AT)  HAVANA 

FROM  _  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (109-12-210) 

FOREIGN  POLITICAL  MATTERS  -  CUBA,  IS  -  CUBA *  ALLEGATION  RECEIVED 

CASTRO  GOVERNMENT  WILL  BE  OVERTHROWN  BY  END  MARCH*  ANTONIO  VARONA 

AUTHENTIC  ORGANIZATION  WILL  BE  COALITION  GOVERNMENT  CHOICE  FOR 

PRESIDENCY*  TESTIMONIAL  DINNER  PLANNED  FOR  VARONA  NEW  YORE:  TO 

COINCIDE  WITH  OVERTHROW  CASTRO  GOVERNMENT*  FADRE  CWMON  OF  Si 

( 

■  DJRECTORIO  REVOLUCIONARIO  ALLEGEDLY  PLANNING  OVERTHROW  CASTRO  — 
~5yC REGIME*  SUCABLE  ANY  CONFIRMATION*  IMMEDIATELY  SURER  ANY  INFORMATION 
v^f  INDICATING  EXTENT  OPPOSITION  TO  CASTRO,  IDENTIFICATION  OF  PRINCIPAL 
;  GROUPS  AND  INDIVIDUALS,  EXTENT  COMMON  1ST  INFLUENCE  AMONG  OPPOSITION 
Ujl  GRQUPS  AND -ESTIMATE  THEIR  CAPACITY  TO  INITIATE  ACTIOR^ICH  MIGHT 


:  , )  . OVERTHROW  CASTRO  GOVERNMENT* 
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;  NOTE:  ,  Qahle  .be ing  sent  in  view  of  Cuban  situation*  \\lt  should  he  sent 
j  via  State' Dept*  facilities  at  no  cost  to  Bu *  Cable  must  be  in  code  room 
J  5pm*  daili/,  if  State  Dept*  facilities  are  to  be  used *  If  cable 
■  rives  too  late  to  be  sent  by  State  Dept*  facilities,  it  should  be  held 
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24  February  1959 


From:  Chairman*  Inter-American  Defense  Board 
To:  Director,  Naval  intelligence 

»/ 

SubJ:  Report  of  a  briefing  presented  by  Miss  Dickey  'Chapelle 

(Overseas  News  correspondent)  relative  to  her  observations 
while  covering  the  Castro  Forces  in  Cuba  during  the  period 
27  November  to  23  December  1958 

1.  On  12  February  1959,  Miss  Dickey  Chapelle,  an  Overseas  News 
correspondent  whom  1  had  met  during  World  War  II,  gave  a  briefing 
to  the  U.  S.  officers  assigned  to  the  Staff  of  the  Inter- American  De¬ 
fense  Board  on  her  observations  and  comments  on  the  operations  of 
the  Castro.  Forces  during  the  period  27  November  to  23  December 
1958,  while  she  was  in  Cuba  on  an  assignment  for  the  Reader's  Digest. 

2.  In  view  of  the  dearth  of  first  hand  information  published  on  the 
composition  and  operational  methods  of  the  Castro  Forces,  a  report 
of  this  interview  is  submitted  as  a  matter  of  interest  and  assistance  in 
predicting  the  pattern  Castro's  supporters  may  follow  in  their  avowed 
campaign  against  the  so  called  ’dictators’’  in  Latin  America. 

3.  The  briefing  was  presented  generally  in  three  parts.  Initially, 

Miss  Chapelle  presented  her  observations  relative  to  the  composition 
of  the  Rebel  Forces,  their  motivation,  their  operational  methods  or 
tactics,  and  the  attitude  of  the  residents  of  Orients  Province.  Secondly, 
Miss  Chapelle  showed  and  commented  on  approximately  seventy-five 
(75)  black  and  white  photographs  and  35  millimeter  color  slides  that 
she  had  taken  during  her  period  with  the  Castro  Forces.  As  the  final 
portion  of  the  briefing.  Miss  Chapelle  answered  questions  posed  by 

the  officers  present. 

4.  The  following  is  a  resume  of  Mies  Chapelle's  briefing: 

At  the  outset  Miss  Chapelle  stated  that  she  was  in  Cuba  on  a 
straight  assignment  for  the  magazine. publication  ’  Reader's  Digest  to 
obtain  the  answers  to  tbs  three  following  questions: 

(1)  Were  United  States  manufactured  aircraft  strafing  undefended 
Cuban  communities 


(2)  Were  these  aircraft  dropping  bomba? 

(3)  Wart  that#  aircraft  using  napalm 

Mist  Chapelle  stated  that  the  answers  to  all  three  questions 
were  in  the  affirmative. 

Miss  Chapelle  stated  that  she  had  left  Havana  and  entered 
‘  Free  Cuba  ,  the  area  controlled  by  Castro,  on  27  November.  During 
the  course  of  the  conversation  it  was  brought  out  that  Miss  Chapelle  had 
gotten  through  the  Batista  lines  by  pretending  to  be  the  wife  of  e  U.  S. 
Marine  officer  stationed  at  Guantanamo  and  that  she  waa  attempting  to 
avoid  the  authorities  in  order  to  see  her  husband.  She  showed  a  Batista 
officer  a  ‘phony’  picture  of  a  Marine  officer  and  was  permitted  to  pass 
without  further  identity  check.  Mias  Chapelle  came  out  of  Free  Cuba 
on  23  December  1958. 

During  the  period  Miss  Chapelle  was  In  'Free  Cuba  ,  Castro's 
Forces  were  divided  into  two  groups.  RautCastro.  with  the  smaller  of 
the  two  groups,  had  his  headquarters  located  NORTH  of  the  Central 
-  Highway.  Fidel  ■.^Castro,  with  the  larger  group,  had  his  headquarters 
SOUTH  of  the  Central  Highway. 

Mias  Chapelle  stated  that  the  total  Castro  Forces  during  the  time 
she  was  with  them  numbered  about  8200  to  f>300  personnel  in  uniform. 

The  vast  majority  were  men.  They  had  a  number  of  women  doing  house¬ 
hold  chores  and  administrative  work  in  addition  to  about  thirty  (30) 
riflewomen. 

Miss  .Chapelle  stated  that  not  all  of  the  '  Fidelistas’  were  Cubans. 
About  one  in  ten  were  from  other  Latin  American  countries  (Venexuela, 
Ecuador,  Guatemala,  and  the  Dominican  Republic).  Miss  Chapelle 
estimated  that  of  the  non-Cubans,  seventy-five  per  cent  (75%)  were 
Dominicans  who  were  motivated  by  the  feeling  that  Trujillo  had  vic¬ 
timized  them. 

During  the  time  Miss  Chapelle  was  with  the  Rebels,  she  observed 
five  engagements  against  towns.  The  pattern  of  operations  of  the  Castro 
Forces  was  to  raid  isolated  Batista  Army  posts,  or  fortresses  as  she^ 
called  them,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  arms.  She  stated  that  Castro's. 
arms  were  not  --as  she  had  thought  --  smuggled  in.  Only  about  fifteen' 
per  cent  (15%)  had  actually  been  smuggled  in.  Arms  were  obtained 
primarily  by  raiding.  She  based  her  statement  on  the  fact  that  practically 
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all  the  weapons  were  well  worn.  If  they  had  been  smuggled  in  they 
would  have  been  new.  She  estimated  that  eighty-five  per  cent  (85%) 
of  the  weapons  were  gained  by  raids.  Among  them  there  were  a  lot' 
of  American  weapons  including  some  30  caliber  machine  guns  and  an 
occasional  50  caliber  machine  gun.  Castro’s  supporters  had  been 
able  to  manufacture  a  supply  of  rudimentary  200  pound  mines,  an  un¬ 
determined  number  of  rifle  grenades,  and  a  very  limited  supply  of 
hand  made  20  millimeter  rounds.  The  rifle  grenades  were  often 
faulty  and  the  20  millimeter  rounds  were  completely  ineffective. 

Miss  Chapelle  stated  that  Castro’s  tactics  were  primarily 
intended  to  paralyse  the  transport  of  Oriente  Province  by  (1)  destroying 
or  damaging  railroad  bridges  and  (2)  establishing  roadblocks. 

The  railroads  were  more  important  because  they  transported 
sugar  cane.  First,  they  wrecked  the  railroad  bridges  and  then  built 
roadblocks  on  every  road  in  the  vicinity.  The  roadblocks  were 
established  by  felUng  trees  or  by  planting  2  to  4  mines  covered  by 
machine  guns. 

The  Rebels  stopped  every  bus,  truck,  and  automobile,  turned 
the  passengers  out  and  confiscated  the  vehicle.  The  passengers  were 
then  escorted  on  foot  to  their  point  of  embarkation.  Mies  Chapelle 
stated  that  in  the  time  she  was  there,  she  did  not  see  a  commercial 
vehicle  moving  other  than  those  confiscated  by  Castro. 

Batista's  Forces  would  come  out  occasionally  and  attempt  to 
destroy  roadblocks,  but  were  not  successful.  Castro's  tactids  were  to 
capture  a  unit,  take  their  arms  and  release  the  personnel.  Miss 
Chapelle  attributed  the  lack  of  success  to  the  fact  the  Batista  Forces 
could  not  kill  or  capture  the  rebel  guerrillas. 

Castro  Forces  became  so  successful  in  their  actions  that 
Batista  finally  came  to  the  point  where  he  would  not  send  out  any  unit 
of  a  strength  less  than  several  hundred.  Batista  did  not  like  to  send 
out  a  unit  without  a  tank  or  armored  car  support.  The  Batista  columns 
usually  consisted  of  a  lead  jeep,  as  many  trucks  as  needed  for  personnel, 
one  tank,  one  armored  car  and  a  tail  end  jeep. 

Primarily,  the  action  taken  by  Castro  against  Batista,  was 
against  columns  of  this  sort.  The  Batista  columns  were  trying  to  reach 
the  isolated  fortresses. 


Miss  Chapelle  stated  that  Castro  discouraged  the  Batista 
troops  from  leaving  the  fortresses  in  small  groups  which  forced  them 
to  make  sorties  with  larger  columns.  It  was  during  these  sorties 
from  the  fortresses  that  the  Batista  trocpswould  loot  and  burn  houses 
and  that  the  molestation  of  women  began.  Miss  Chapelle  stated  there 
were  stories  of  all  sorts  of  atrocities  committed  to  impress  the  local 
population,  which  perhaps  were  not  true,  but  the  people  believed  them. 

Miss  Chapelle  stated  that  the  original  idea  in  occupying  these 
fortresses  was  that  they  could  be  resupplied  by  air  and  that  garrisons 
could  be  relieved.  She  further  stated  that  the  fortresses  in  some  cities  . 
were  disproportionate  to  the  populace  of  the  community.  For  example, 
there  might  be  a  garrison  of  300  troops  in  a  community  with  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  8, 000.  Normally,  women  and  children  were  allowed  to  enter 
the  fortresses  if  they  desired. 

Castro’s  Forces  prevented  the  majority  of  resupply  air  drops 
and  motorised  columns  from  getting  through  to  these  fortresses.  At 
the  town  of  I -a  Maya,  Miss  Chapelle  witnessed  Castro  Forces  intercept 
four  consecutive  air  drops. 

During  an  attack  on  a  fortress,  Castro’s  men  kept  up  fire  on  the 
fortress  24  hours  a  day,  preventing  entrance  or  exit.  The  Rebel  Force 
simply  surrounded  the  fortress  and  maintained  continuous  rifle  and  BAR 
fire.  Mias  Chapelle  cited  an  example  where  the  Rebel  Force  maintained 
a  continuous  fire  of  one  round  every  ten  seconds.  On  occasion  a  small 
amount  of  mortar  fire  was  delivered  during  these  attacks. 

According  to  Miss  Chapelle  the  fortresses  withstood  attack  or 
siege  for  from  three  (3)  to  seventeen  (17)  days. 

In  the  case  of  La  Maya,  she  could  not  understand  why  they 
surrendered  when  the  defenders  still  had  food  and  water.  The  total 
casualties  at  La  Maya  were  eight  (8)  dead  and  thirteen  (13)  wounded. 
Among  those  taken  prisoner,  there  were  fifty  women  and  children. 

It  was  Miss  Chapelle'a  opinion  that  Castro's  campaign  in  Oriente 
was  successful  in  part  because  Castro's  troops  were  ’  willing  to  fire  and 
keep  on  firing".  His  volume  of  fire  was  tremendous,  while  Batista's 
troops,  although  better  equipped,  did  not  use  their  weapons  effectively. 

An  example  was  cited  of  a  Batista  relief  column  for  the  garrison 
at  La  Maya.  The  Batiste  column  numbered  about  500  troops  to  relieve 
the  garrison  of  350  in  La  Maya  (about  8000  population).  The  column  was 
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mft  from  Qaiiitmmo  (about  46  mil*.  distance)  after  Castro  h*d 
uat*rc*{A«d  four  resupply  sir  drops.  Tim  column  was  comprised  of 
a  load  jeep,  a  tank,  an  armored  ear  and  a  number  of  trucks.  The 
column  ran  Into  a  Castro  roadblock  on  the  Central  HI  shear  at  what 
was  described  as  an  ideal  location  for  an  ambush.  Castro's  road¬ 
block  consisted  of  about  160  men  who  had  placed  two  (2)  mine*  at  on* 
end  of  along  curve  and  two  (2)  more  miaea  at  the  other  end  of  the 
****•  Ca*tro  Commander  —  Valle,  an  ex-traffic  clerk  for  an 
Export-Import  Firm  —  planned  to  attack  the  column  on  the  curve 
after  detonating  the  mines  at  the  front  and  rear  of  the  column.  The 
Rebel  Commander  was  concerned  about  the  alertness  of  his  troops. 
Instead  of  a  small  outpost  in  front  of  the  roadblock,  the  commander 
sent  out  sixty  (80)  men  with  orders  to  fire  and  fall  back,  luring  the 
column  inside  the  mined  area.  * 


..  .  f  ***•  ®«tieta  column  appeared  and  wae  of  the 

cover  by  two  (2) 


B-26'e.  which  flew  back  and  forth  over  the  column. 


,  Th*  Nr*  volley  from  the  troop*  in  ambush  killed  the  drivers 
cf  the  iead  Jeep  and  the  first  truck  in  column.  Miss  Chap* lie  stated 

2**?  dr?W*  **  Ukm  °w»  column  could  have 

^!uWfre  diaabled*  Th*  troops  mounted  in 
the  first  truck  dropped  their  arms  and  ran.  The  other  two  trucks 

^trea'odtoward  Guantanamo. 
Km8*rire°r9  “***  *ffcctiv*1*’  *»«*  w«r«  ke^high  b^Rabel^all 


'1 


.  ,if  ***  ca,ualt*®*  *t  the  Rebel  outpost  were  one  (1)  dead 
f “  wounded.  The  outpost  commander  was  not  congratulated 

mis^  ■Uf*rlor  force  **««•  *«*  not  accompUsh  his 

mission  of  bring  the  column  into  the  ambush  and  destroying  it. 

<?ha  her  •xperi*nc®s  during  an  attempted  airdrop. 

8°***  ^formation  that  a  drop  would  probably  take  place  in  the 
vicinity  of  a  besieged  fortress  and  had  gone  to  the  point  in  the  lines  where 

°!!ic*r?  **  ^  the  drop  would  be  made.  (The 

drops  were  normally  made  outside  of  the  walls  of  the  fortresses).  In 

with  a  tt^cbL8°0dfVleW  f  **  operation  entered  a  five  room  house 
with  a  tl»tched  roof  porch  supported  by  two  columns,  where  there  were 

l^lTL^TrJLl^  Wlth  tw°  <2>  BAR'*  and  four  <4>  rifles.  ’  The 
B  26  s  came  in  together.  One  plane  took  the  porch  roof  off  —  cutting  the 
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supports  with  50  caliber  bullets  which  resulted  in  its  collapsing. 

Batista  Forces  in  a  blockhouse  (outside  the  fortress)  had  gotten  range 
of  the  back  room  of  the  five  room  house  containing  the  rebel  soldiers 
and  Miss  Chape  lie.  Miss  Chapellc  stated  at  the  time  she  was  photo* 
graphing  two  of  the  riflemen,  the  blinds  of  the  window  were  being  cut 
away  by  fire  from  Batista  Forces.  The  Castro  men  moved  into  the 
remaining  rooms  and  kept  up  their  constant  volume  of  fire. 

She  emphasised  the  point  that  the  Castro  men,  although  under 
heavy  fire  themselves,  did  not  leave  their  post  but  kept  up  their 
harassing  fire  on  the  fortress  and  prevented  the  Batista  men  from 
obtaining  the  airdropped  supplies. 

Miss  Chape  lie  commented  again  on  the  use  of  B-26's  and  men* 
tioned  the  three  main  questions  stated  earlier  to  which  she  was  seeking 
answers.  She  stated  that  during  a  strafing  attack  she  was  normally  able 
to  run  out  and  take  two  photographs  of  the  planes  and  still  had  thus  to 
take  effective  cover.  The  planes  were  used  very  unsuccessfully  but 
created  a  great  deal  of  terror.  Sometimes  the  cities  were  defended  by 
small  arms  and  sometimes  they  were  not,  but  there  was  never  any  A  A 
-  fire  to  combat  the  planes.  Batista  pilots  were  overworked  and  their 
tactics  very  clumsy.  She  cited  an  example  of  a  plane  strafing  the  street 
where  bullets  were  sprayed  down  the  middle  instead  of  on  esc  h  side 
where  they  might  have  been  effective.  However  ineffective  they  were, 
they  still  created  hatred  against  the  United  States  by  the  people  in  the 
communities. 

As  regards  napalm.  Miss  Chape  lie  stated  that  she  had  seen 
napalm  used  by  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps  and  was  familiar  with  the  con¬ 
tainer  and  the  tear  drop  pattern  of  burst.  She  stated  that  she  saw  four 
(4)  used  containers  in  the  village  of  Mayari  and  she  observed  the  obvious 
damage  caused  by  these  four  bombs.  She  further  stated  that  Batista 
claimed  to  have  received  eight  (8)  napalm  bombs. 

In  her  discussion  of  the  organization  of  the  Castro  Forces,  Miss 
Chapclle  stated  there  were  only  four  (4)  commissioned  ranks  (2dLt, 
IstLt,  Captain  and  Major).  As  far  as  she  could  determine,  there  was 
no  difference  in  rank  among  the  enlisted  personnel.  She  stated  that  it 
was  a  point  of  pride  among  the  Rebels  that  there  were  absolutely  no 
noncommissioned  officers  --  there  were  only  officers  and  riflemen. 

There  were  three  general  groups  associated  with  the  Rebels: 

(1)  Fighting  Forces,  (2)  Security  Forces,  and  (3)  Civil  Resistance 
Groups. 


Th«  Rebel  fighting  groups  usually  consisted  of  about  20  to  40 
men  with  a  lieutenant  in  charge.  Miss  Chape  lie  commented  tvt  she 
had  questioned  a  group  immediately  after  the  siege  of  the  fortress  at 
Mafu(  ? )  which  lasted  about  three  (3)  days.  The  men  insisted  that  no 
orders  had  been  received  from  anyone  except  the  lieutenant  in  charge. 

Mies  Chapelle  stated  that  about  one  third  of  the  troops  had 
gone  through  the  Rebel  basic  training  course,  which  was  started  by 
the  original  twelve  (12)  Castro  men  who  had  been  trained  in  Mexico. 

MitiM  Chapelle  stated  that  she  had  heard  the  course  was  then  being 
conducted  by  two  ex-U.  S.  Marines.  The  training  camp  was  located  at 
Pico  Turqtdno  in  the  Sierra  Maestra. 

A  Castro  man  upon  joining  the  cause,  sometimes  did  not  get  a 
rifle  for  the  first  8  or  8  weeks  --  until  he  had  proved  he  deserved  the 
weapon  —  or  until  he  captured  one  from  a  Batista  man.  It  was  felt  that 
if  a  man  could  endure  the  privations  of  Pico  Turquino  he  had  the  desire 
and  spirit  to  be  a  Castro  soldier. 

As  stated  above,  the  usual  organization  was  a  20  to  40  man  pla¬ 
toon,  however,  the  BASIC  UNIT  was  what  was  termed  a  COLUMN.  The 
column  was  made  up  of  400  to  1000  men  commanded  by  a  Com  andante 
(Major).  The  column  normally  consisted  of  about  400  men.  The  column 
was  divided  into  two  (2)  groups  —  security  and  assault. 

In  addition  there  was  another  group  supporting  the  column.  This 
third  group  was  not  uniformed  and  had  the  mission  of  seeking  food,  in¬ 
formation,  weapons,  etc.  Depending  upon  their  ability  to  accomplish 
this  mission,  they  were  promoted  to  either  an-  assault  or  support  group. 

Chapelle  stated  that  she  had  not  seen  the  assault  group  per¬ 
form  an  assault  as  we  know  it  —  it  was  the  assault  group  that  moved  in 
closest  to  the  objective  during  the  sieges  of  the  fortresses. 

Miss  Chapelle  stated  the  point  about  the  troops  of  Castro  which 
she  thought  should  be  remembered  was  their  motivation.  Almost  no  one 
became  a  Fidelista  without  first  having  had  some  personal  or  family  ex¬ 
perience  with  the  Secret  Police  of  Batista.  Castro's  men  had  vengeance 
as  their  motive.  In  all  cases,  the  reasons  for  motivation  were  personal. 
The  outcome  of  this  was  very  high  morale  for  the  Fidelista  s  in  spite  of 
terrible  conditions. 
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Mi«*  Chap.ll.  Mated  that  Battata  <te*troy.d  the  pr«s«  of  his 

X  »X‘Sl*nd,  m4d*  "*.??•"  '  °f  the  U-  S-  !»•“  repremtatiT*. 
wno  want  there  to  cover  the  story. 

.  .  .  At  0li*  “f •  Chap.ll.  tmgm,  showing  •  Mrl.s  of  approa- 

***«*  -hit.  photograph,  and  35  mlSmrt.r 
color  sUdos  which  ah.  mad.  whll.  with  Castro  Forces.  Some  of  her 
accompanying  comments  are  listed  below: 

„  .  .  C**tr.°  never  maintained  rear  or  flank  security  while  operating. 
He  had  complete  cooperation  from  the  local  population. 

She  eaw  only  three  baxookas  while  with  the  Rebels  and  there  was 
'mramanitto.  for  thorn.  Tha  photograph  shown  wa.  a  poaad  shot  tj.“ 
at  Fidel  Castro’s  command  post* 

A  hlte  Aowteg  a  photograph  of  rifle  grades.  Miss  Chapslte 
commented  that  soma  of  the  grenades  were  hems  made  and  hung’  on 

th®  rlfl*  “  “f"  *fl*r  flrin«-  The  rifle  gr.nad.a  w.r.  mde  for 

Ciil  a’^no^n^”*  “**  WOre  al”°  hom«  ■»“>•  »y 

.  f  8ho^ing  a  photograph  of  a  wooden  dummy  machine  gun. 
captured  In  the  fall  of  a  government  fortress,  she  stated  that 
she  had  heard  comments  to  the  effect  that  the  U.  S.  embargo  on  arms 
had  handicapped  Batista’s  Forces. 

rhan*i  1*  ^t«!ffiI?5/.J>hotofiraph  of  CnKtro  brothers.  Miss 
Chapelle  stated  that  of  the  two  brothers.  Raul  had  been  more  helpful 

hQr.story*  Thl*  wa*  te  »P*t«  of  the  fact  that  Raul  was 
tnc  more  anti- American. 

Miss  Chapelle,  while  showing  photographs  of  Rebel  casualties 
commented  that  of  the  casualty  figures  made  public,  she  believed  that 
Castro  s  figures  were  more  correct  than  Batista’s.  She  further  stated 
that  aU  Rebel  radio  transmissions  including  casualty  figures  were  made 
too  clear, 

%,^le  *bowed  a  photograph  of  the  present  Minister  of  tike  Interior 
(then  Major  Rodrigue*)  visiting  a  Dominican  casualty  in  a  Rebel  field 
hospital.  She  commented  that  Rodrigue*,  prior  to  joining  Castro  had 

^?JLaeW.!pHP?r  P“bli8her  *t™gtUng  to  keep  his  paper  going  under  the 
Batista  regime  but  had  failed  and  subsequently  spent  some  time  in  jail. 
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Mi?*.  a,aP#U*  on  surgical  teelmiques  iMd  la 

Cnotio  s  field  kosptttlf.  Ste  mentioned  oao  woman  doctor.  She 
nirtaor  oteted  that  oho  hod  not  —an  rack  butdwijr  since  Iwo  Jima; 
oad  thoro  woo  no  anesthesia. 

Chapelle  dttd  an  iaakaet  of  what  might  bo  conaldorod  an 
mmmplo  of  psychological  warfare.  A  Batista  column  carrying  mail  to 
a  fortress  was  stopped  and  among  the  letters  was  one  to  the  garrison 
commander  from  his  wife*  la  this  letter*  the  wife  stated  tlmt  the 
commander  did  not  love  her  any  more'  —  "she  seeded  money  for 
expraees  -«  their  eon  was  hurt  becasse  he  had  not  written  the  boy 

*"d  *****  although  he  knew  nothing  else,  he  should 
***  QU*  the  profession  of  arms  and  do  something  else1’.  Hi  a  letter 
w«s  •—&  on  to  ths  Commander  and  a  politely  written  note  by  the 

E1 “?*“**  *°  th*  •*•«*  that  he  had  Ion.  of  M»  own  and  that 

if  he  (the  Batista  Commander)  would  surrender,  both  of  them  might  be 
able  to  see  their  families.  The  garrison  surrendsred  shortly  thereafter 

sr1**100  *  *howin‘ fc,r  ch^*u* 

Tim  question  was  asked  "how  large  were  the  fortresses  ',  **. 

was  a  W^ChaPt!Jl^  ^  Fortr*“  *•  •*  axample.  It 

ab°^i.M  yard*  acr*M  front  and  200  yards  deep* 

orotecti^f  1°*idl!®d  *andb*«K®<l  or  blockhouse  positions 

protectii^  tee  antrance.  Troops  could  more  in  and  out  of  the  block- 

bouse  positions  without  exposing  themselves*  The  small  arms  fire 

f  « etUT7  would  h*ra»  ***»•  The  amount  of  artillery  was 
Sometimes  the  Fldelistas  would  have  one  mortar  or 
-metimes  rinejgenades.  128  civilians  surrendered  from  here  and 

Tl^remttodJ?  35°  62  W*r*  accaa«d  criminal  acts  and  held. 

T  !  Urned  °Ver  to  **•  Hed  Cr®»*  for  return.  Castro's 

M*  in*Wilty  *o  food  Wa  prisoners 
but  here  again  he  exercises  astute  psychology. 


Casteo  would  awaken  his  prisoners  about  one  o'clock  in  the 
a”d  V*  ^1°  Hn*d  Up  111  front  °f  W».  Standing  with  a  man 
no  S.ferCh  °i\!i  *lde#  Ca*tro  WOttld  tell  the  prisoners  he  bore 

th?t  5*  waB  aettin*  them  free  to  return  to 
t^y  desired,  only  keeping  their  weapons,  if  they  chose  to 

teev  were* bain **&***<*•  would  again  release  them  as  he  knew 
they  were  being  impressed  into  service  by  their  tyrant  Batista.  As  a 

stated  ehe  had  heard  that  moat  of  then  were  eeat  to  the  I.le  of  Pinee. 


» 


t  * 


Tte  qsHtton  was  aaksd  If  iters  was  any  control  of  tte  B-26 
aircraft. 

Answer:  Only  Beaver  controlled.  .tte  Beaver  spotted  Bis  target  for 
Bis  B-26»s. 

Question:  Where  did  tte  troops  get  their  training? 

Answer:  With  tte  exception  of  tte  one-third  of  tte  troops  mentioned 
earlier  who  attended  tte  organised  training  in  tte  mountains,  training 
was  minimal.  Marksmanship  was  not  considered  nearly  as  important 
and  very  little  attention  paid  to  it. 

Question:  Was  there  any  sort  of  unit  training? 

Answer:  No.  Individual  training  only  —  by  one  individual  to  another. 
Example:  In  Clpriano's  Hole  (a  term  she  used  for  a  position  during  the 
siege  of  La  Maya)  after  tte  order  ted  teen  given  to  fire  volleys  every 
ten  seconds,  no  one  knew  what  volley  fire  was.  The  handling  of  the 
rifles  w&a  very  careless.  They  were  not  well  cared  for  and  often  dirty. 
.An  occasional  accidental  discharge  was  observed. 

Question:  How  about  their  officers'. 

Answer:  Those  who  had  been  in  Mexico  were  pretty  food.  This  was  tte 
original  12  —  tte  only  survivors  of  tte  original  landing  in  Orients. 

The  others  knew  only  what  they  had  learned  from  fighting  in  Cuba. 

Squad  tactics  were  non-existent. 

Question:  On  their  motivation.  From  what  you  have  stated  —  people 
who  were  active  participants  were  against  something  or  somebody.  Wee 
there  any  positive  approach  —  any  goal  given  to  them? 

t 

Answer:  It  was  the  same  in  Cuba  as  in  Algeria.  Fidel  and  his  top  ad¬ 
visors  (approximately  20  men)  were  professional  people.  These  were 
tte  people  who  could  visualize  a  good  government  for  Cuba  and  believed 
they  could  organize  it  if  they  had  the  opportunity.  They  were  mostly 
idealist.  They  did  have  a  good  sense  of  justice.  They  were  proud  of 
tte  code  of  justice  being  prepared  by  two  lawyers  who  were  Fidelistas. 

Question:  Has  this  idea  of  justice  been  carried  out? 

Answer:  Here  Miss  Chapelle  quoted  Castro  as  saying  that  he  would 
require  all  Batista  pilots  to  fly  tte  same  number  of  hours  over  tte  same 
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nombw  of  vlltogee  droppla,  cea<ly  and  baby  ahoea.  Almoet  half  of  the 

££  2£ES?  *"  **T  “T 1““r*d  ««•«»*  th«n  terrific, 

-tlfr  f*d  yult^*y  wotdl1  ^  «l»°t  »«  Caatro  did  not  wlah  to  com- 

plctely  destroy  the  Cuban  Air  Force. 

Question:  Did  they  nee  bombe  ? 

3~£"»  U*'d  fmy  pomdtn.  You  might  ban  *  bomb*  ami  3  hour. 

OuMUorn  What  did  Oqr  do  with  priaoner.  who  had  committed  crlmee 
Ajmwm:  I wna  told  they  war.  moved  by  Jeep  by  Caatro'a  Forces  to** 
eollMtloa  potato  wh«r.  they  were  processed  and  bald  for  Justice  after 
tta^war.  Two  of  Caatro  a  advisors  war.  lawyer,  with  a  proud  aonaa  of 

8T?k  “<1  **»  "PK°rt  them  fore.,  got  through 

tlift  countrywide «  W hit  mottvittd  thee#  people? 

to  at  toast  1052.  At  that 
Mm*.  Castro  was la  wealthy  young  attorney  In  Havana.  The  men  had  no 

™  for  Congreaa  but  the  election^* 
“£  ““•«  “*  sharecroppers  andWa* 

dlstalbZrf  .^Jl“^-m-!nfe.M  rVytn,<,nt  •***“•*  Batiste  in  how  he 

oewrV^n^M.^*  P^L°f^"  *  A'  ta,e  “  »««**  la  head,  we  will 
xierer  fn  enythlag  —  no  hospitals,  no  schools,  no  roede  Th»v  f»i*  »h«w 

wmre  being  undertwid.  The  p«pto  of  Ortente  iCZTd^  nlttaveL^ 

”yJ°  7 ^  C“*°  — •  *»«.  T^n^W^^ 

****  ?*““  ‘**C*™*  conviaeml  that  they  ware  living  in  a  police 
state- you  *“d  *»°  "*«  of  P»>pto  for  the  same  principles.  Tho  Zu. 

Alte.’SS^'iumeS 

°ot  fami  anywhere  else  In  Latin  America)  - 
an  aonom  middle  clans.  TMs  group  In  Cuba  was  unusually  largs. 

Question:  Do  yon  fstl  that  this  condition  which  existed  in  Orient# 

was  any  g*r  than  In  sons  other  countries  which  did  not  hare,  dictators? 

Answer:  Yss. 

2to  teSag1!  ^ ^  *  *°  P^Pangandlse  the  paopto  to  cornier. ct 

Answer:  1  know  of  no  efforts  to  pjBp»nptn(||f 
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At  this  point,  Mins  Chapelle  discussed  Castro's  background.  In 
Ori«itc  Province  on  28  July  1953,  Fidel  Caetro  tried  to  raid  the  arsenal 
of  the  Fortress  Macado  ( •  )  with  about  106  people.  The  raiders  were 
split  into  two  groups.  One  group  attempted  to  storm  and  take  over  the 
top  floors  in  which  they  were  successful.  —  the  other  group  was  to  rush 
the  main  gate  Castro  led  the  group  on  the  main  gate  and  his  only  orders 
were  to  watch  me  and  do  what  I  do  .  So  when  he  started  firing  to  dispose 
of  a  sentry,  everyone  else  started  firing.  The  element  of  surprise  was 
lost.  Once  the  group  was  inside,  no  one  knew  the  location  of  the  arsenal. 
The  raid  was  called  off  and  about  50  got  away  into  cars  and  fled  to  the 
edge  of  Santiago.  Some  were  killed*  She  mentioned  two  names  of  those 
who  were  captured  —  Abel  and  Uadi  —  a  brother  and  sister.  The  brother 
was  tortured  and  castrated  In  front  of  his  sister.  Both  were  killed.  Word 
was  sent  by  the  Archbishop  of  ths  town  that  if  the  remainder  of  the  group 
surrendered,  they  would  be  released.  They  surrendered  and  were  machine 
gunned.  Miss  Chapelle  stated  that  it  was  here  the  legend  about  Castro 
began. . .  After  Castro  had  fallen  to  avoid  the  machine  gun  fire,  a  Fa  tint  a 
officer  pointed  a  revolver  at  Castro’s  head  and  was  about  to  fire  when 

C2Ttro  °aid*  You  may  ****  me  but  you  cannot  kill  what  I  stand  for  .  The 
officer  did  not  shoot  him.  Castro  was  tried  and  sentenced  to  15  years 
and  later  released  by  Batista  on  amnesty. 

Castro’s  second  attempt  to  at art  a  revolt  was  in  1986  when,  with 
82  people  on  a  vessel  with  a  capacity  for  20,  he  tried  to  invade  Cuba  on 
the  coast  south  of  Santiago.  At  1000  on  30  November,  Fidel  was  held  up. 

He  was  to  have  been  assisted  by  supporters  within  the  City  of  Santiago. 
Castro  was  48  hours  late  for  the  projected  amphibious  landing.  The 
result  —  82%  casualties,  only  12  men  surviving. 

Miss  Chapelle  continued.  In  view  of  these  attempts,  it  was 
obvious  what  Batista  was  up  against.  ” 

It  'was  common  practice  for  Batista  forces  to  capture  Hebei 
bands  in  those  days  —  murder  and  batcher  them  —  and  make  sure  their 
mutilated  bodies  were  found  the  next  day  on  the  streets". 

Question:  Bid  you  get  the  impression  that  this  was  a  cumulative  affair? 
Answer:  Our  own  diplomatic  representatives  complained  to  Batista  more 
than  once  of  proven  cases  of  atrocities.  The  Secret  Police  that  had  been 
organized  for  minor  duties  had  gotten  out  of  hand  as  tar  as  atrocities 
were  concerned.  The  Army  copies  the  methods  used  by  the  Secret 
Police. 
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Question:  Apparently  la  the  recant  trial*  there  ware  a  lot  of  Army 
people  involved? 

Anawers  Ye*.  A  lot  of  the  SEW  people  got  away* 

(Serviclo  Inteligencia  Military) 

Creation:  Apparently  there  were  several  group*  of  Castro  Forces*  Two 
main  groups  led  by  Fidel  and  Haul.  Who  had  this  group  over  in  Havana 
and  the  groups  throughout  the  country? 

Answer:  in  every  community  there  should  have  been  3  groups.  The 
military  people*  the  militia  (the  counter  terrorism  people)  and  the  Civil 
Relief  Organisation  which  included  a  tremendous  number  of  civilians. 

On  21  December*  military  groups  of  8  separate  columns  were  organised 
in  5  different  provinces. 

Question:  How  were  they  organised  after  the  initial  undertaking  v 

Answer:  I  pave  the  general  impression  that  people  were  pretty  sur¬ 
prised  to  discover  that  there  was  a  cell  over  in  the  other  village. 

They  did  not  realise  the  extent  to  which  they  were  associated  in  tble 
movement.  The  Batista  Forces  were  already  in  the  cities.  Everything 
was  done  right  under  their  noses. 

Question:  Were  reprisals  taken  against  them  when  discovered  ?  Did 
the  local  populace  sympathise  with  Castro  v 

Answer:  I  am  sure  they  did.  Castro  had  promised  not  to  loot  and  rape. 
Question:  W  here  did  the  money  come  from  for  Hebei  purchases  7 

* 

Answer:  They  had  group  funds  only *  as  far  as  she  knew.  The  lieutenant 
in  charge  of  a  particular  group  handled  all  the  money.  There  was  no  pay 
for  the  troop*.  J 

Question:  Hour  did  they  maintain  good  relations  with  the  civilian  popula¬ 
tion/ 

Answer;  They  said*  '  your  women  are  safe  —  we  will  not  loot,  but  you 
must  give  us  information’ . 

Question:  -A hat  do  you  believe  Castro’s  primary  motivation  was' 

Answer:  It  was  originally  vengeance,  .the  stabilising  force.  He  believed 

that  he  had  watched  his  friends  getting  killed  under  rather  dramatic  cir¬ 
cumstances. 


Question:  There  was  no  evidence  of  a  pitched'  battle  between  forces? 
Answer:  Ho. 

Question:  Was  the  Batista  soldier’s  lack  of  motivation  —  because  he  did 
not  like  Batista  or  because  he  did  not  want  to  jet  killed? 

Answer:  Y  u  must  remember  that  Batista  was  quite  a  hero  one  generation 
ago.  His  present  enlisted  men  were  not  the  men  to  whom  he  had  been  a 
hero.  Many  of  them  believed  the  rebel  stories  about  all  the  money  held  by 
Batista. 

Here  she  mentioned  Taberailla  as  being  head  of  the  military  end 
how  she  had  been  under  the  Impression  (from  reports)  he  was  head  of 
smuggling  in  Cuba. 

Question:  In  other  words,  there  was  no  discipline  in  the  Cuban  Army, 

If  the  Commanding  Officer  said  fight,  would  they  fight? 

.  .Answer:  They  would  fight  as  long  as  the  NCO’s  could  retain  control  over 
them  but  once  the  NCG  faltered,  all  discipline  was  lost. 

Batista  did  issue  a  very  demoralising  order  after  the  return  of  the 
first  prisoners  by  Castro.  Batista  issued  an  order  that  any  man  in  his 
forces  could  shoot  Ms  immediate  inferior  if  he  heard  him  discuss  surrender. 

Miss  Chape  lie  talked  with  one  ’turn  coat*  warrant  officer  —  through 
another  turn  coat  lieutenant  colonel.  Just  the  two  men  and  herself. 

There  were  no  Castro  men  present. 

She  asked  the  warrant  officer  why  he  came  over  to  Castro’s  Forces. 
He  replied  that  he  had  been  given  an  order  which  he  could  not  execute  in 
good  conscience  —  to  round  up  any  ten  Castro  sympathizers  and  shoot 
them,  then  to  make  mire  the  local  populace  knew  that  he  had  killed  them. 

This  he  'lid  not  do,  but  wired  Havana  the  following  morning  that  he  had. 

But  he  learned  that  an  Army  Inspector  was  coming  and  he  knew  he  would 
be  discovered  and  had  to  get  out  in  a  hurry. 

She  also  asked  this  warrant  officer  if  he  would  sign  a  statement" 
giving  the  name  of  Ms  superior  v/ho  had  signed  the  order.  His  reply  was 
that  hie  would  not  since  he  knew  that  Ms  superior  was  acting  under  orders 
from  someone  higher  up. 
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Question:  Did  Castro  have  a  Staff? 

Answer:  I  could  not  find  anyone  with  a  definite  responsibility.  There 
were  about  20  people  around  him  all  the  time  who  executed  his  orders. 
Responsibilities  were  not  divided  —  i.e.»  G-l*  2, 3  and  4.  Anyone 
could  be  assigned  any  taks.  It  appeared  to  me  that  Castro  and  his 
mistress  ran  the  show  themselves. 

Question:  You  said  you  saw  napalm? 

Answer:  I  saw  four  containers  at  Maysri  Village .  I  had  seen  them  before. 
Here  she  described  the  containers  and  where  she  had  seen  them.  Inciden¬ 
tally.  this  Mayari  Village  adjoined  the  Castro  properties  ;i 

Question:  I  have  read  that  Castro's  men  in  Mexico  were  trained  by  Colonel 
Bayo,  ex-Spanish  Republican  Army*  now  in  exile  in  Mexico.  Do  you  know 
if  this  is  correct  ‘ 

Answer:  No*  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  Castro's  actions  In  Mexico. 

Question:  Re  Raul's  relationship  with  Fidel'  Is  there  a  rift  between  the 
two ' 


Answer:  Just  that  there  is  the  younger  brother  who  has  seen  his  brother 
become  a  hero  —  be  would  like  a  little  of  the  glory.  The  relationship 
was  good  until  the  capture  by  Raul  of  the  Americans.  When  the  Americans 
were  returned  without  harm  —  relations  were  patched  up. 

Here  she  stated  again  that  Raul  had  been  sent  to  the  northern  part 
of  the  highway  with  the  smaller  force  and  had  not  been  considered  too 
important,  but  Raul  did  very  well  militarily  with  that  small  force,  when 
the  two  forces  consolidated*  there  were  no  differences. 

She  stated  that  Fidel  had  given  Raul  as  his  share  of  the  victory 
the  Department  of  Education  in  the  new  government*  which  means  that  if 
Raul  jocs  have  political  Ideas  against  the  U.S.*  he  is  in  a  good  position 
to  do  the  U.  S.  harm. 

At  this  point  a  summary  of  what  had  been  said  was  requested  in 
order  to  establish  a  pattern  at  Castro's  methods. 
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Mies  Chape  lie  stated  that  when  Fidel  landed,  there  were  only 
12  survivors.  They  fled  to  the  mountains  and  were  supported  for 
months  by  a  wealthy  planter.  Castro  sent  word  back  Into  Santiago 
that  he  wanted  more  men  and  arms.  Volunteers  came  up.  At  first 
there  were  only  actions  against  small  patrols,  then  they  began  to 
capture  small  posts.  The  young  people  of  Santiago  responded  very 
quickly  —  soon  the  Rebels  had  80  armed  men,  armed  with  only 
hunting  weapons  but  very  effective  hunting  weapons.  There  were  no 
vigorous  efforts  by  Batista  at  this  time  to  wipe  out  this  movement. 

Batista  made  the  mistake  of  sending  large  groups  of  massed  troops 
against  rebels.  Batista  lost  his  first  campaign  because  troops  were 
massed  and  on  the  road.  He  made  an  effort  to  ring  Pico  Turqtdno 
and  keep  moving  in  on  it*  Ambushes  by  Castro  knocked  this  move¬ 
ment  out. 

Castro's  combat  intelligence  was  terrific.  Batista  had  no 
counter  intelligence  in  those  early  phases. 

Ouestion:  v.  hat  kept  someone  from  going  in  under  a  pretext  as  a  Castro 
man  and  disposing  of  Castro' 

Answer:  Here  Miss  Chapells  stated  that  the  security  pr  ecautions  were 
absolutely  fantastic. 

Ouestion:  /.  hat  happened  to  the  turn  coat  warrant  officer  you  previously 

mentioned 

Answer:  He  bad  been  told  that  they  would  sneak  his  family  out  before 
Batista  got  them. .  .(wife  and  two  children).  They  would  then  send  him 
to  Bcnis(  )  to  conduct  training.  The  warrant  officer  was  to  be  the 
third  person  with  training  responsibilities  up  there. 

Ouestion:  Bo  you  think  Nye  is  guilty  V 

Answer:  I  don't  know  anything  about  him,  but  it  is  logical. 

Ouestion:  Re  Castro  and  American  relations. 

Answer:  Nothing  strikes  me  as  being  more  out  of  key  than  what  I  saw. 
Americans  in  Oriente  were  pro-Castro.  The  term  American  Maumau'‘ 
was  used  quite  often.  The  resentment  on  the  part  of  the  Americans  was 
such  that  they  were  very  helpful.  Of  course,  the  workers  were  pro- 
Castro  which  made  it  difficult  for  the  boss  to  be  pro-Batista. 
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kftoo  chnpello  dM  mi  laddMl  of  t  8*  comjmj  ledif 

vohtol m.  Two  «MiN  Culr»  mb  taaNuM  Hi  AmirUwi  cfflcUl 
It  etwfi*  St  uM  Hum  to  hold  tMr  |W  on  kta  on  tttt  to  ooald 
tell  ttol  trvtii  about  tto  coafteeatfe*  of  viUelif.  test  H»  rttoli  ale© 
took  tto  flro  viktelt  whleh  bo  tod  requested  thorn  wot  to  toko*  and 
oo  o  result*  tko  plant  tod  to  otooo  doom  duo  to  tho  danger  of  coo- 
Hwrf»|  oporottcno* 

Qttoottom  Ito  overall  casualties daring  tto  Castro  adornment. 

Answer:  She  ototod  tkot  daring  too  entire  campelgn  there  woro  not 
over  900  auwilttol  «noa|  Castro's  moo*  Aid  ito  did  not  tttok  thoro 
woro  ovor  900  casualties  to  Batista**  foreoo. 

Question:  To  you?  knowledge*  did  BotUto  toko  may  prisoners? 


Aaowor:  I  opoko  to  flu  people  ito  tod  ton  orrootod  to  cfrUtoa  clothes. 
I  never  opoko  to  anyone  who  add  ho  hod  boon  captor od  or  oorroodorod. 
Thoro  was  to  ay  knowledge  (aceordtng  to  what  oho  hod  hoard)  only  on# 
robol  eaptato  mndviag  df  thooo  eaptarod. 

Question:  Batista  Foreoo  actaoUy  did  toko  him  alive  ? 

Answer:  Too.  Throe  men  woro  killed  and  ho  woo  not*  during  an  ambttsh. 
Mine  Chapollo  aado  tho  statement  ttot  oho  had  hoard  talk  of  trying  to 
roocne  Ida  boforo  ho  wao  toot. 

Mloo  Chapollo  tsukfbB  too  statement  toot  at  Clara*  Batista 
claimed  throe  (S)  thousand  rebel  dead*  This  wao  not  true.  Rebel 
casualties  were  70.  Thio  wao  tho  bloodiest  of  all  actions.  She  stated 
that  oho  aaw  maybe  SO  Rebels  lose  their  Uvea  to  tho  five  battles  which 
oho  witnessed. 

At  thio  point  Miss  Cha  pells  wao  questioned  ao  to  her  opinion  of 
Castro's  intentions  toward  tho  Dominican  Republic  and  BsiU. 

She  voiced  tho  opinion  toot  too  situation  to  toe  Dominican  Republic 
to  similar  to  what  Cuba  wao  to  too  beginning*  and  cited  ao  an  example 
too  slowing  down  of  Information  coming  from  Cuba  —  then  too  revolution. 
KOw  the  information  to  spotty  from  the  Dominican  Republic.  She  stated 
possibly  the  Dominicans  are  reasoning  that  they  are  being  ruled  by  a 
dictator.  Sha  has  tho  fooling  toot  duo  to  too  recent  meeting  between 


Duvalier  and  Trujillo,  that  Trujillo  is  atrvou  and  might  ask  HUHaoi 
to  assist  him  on  Ms  flank.  The  abeeace  of  sew#  from  tbs  Doniatcaa 
Republic  moans.  If  It  moans  what  It  did  la  Cuba,  that  tha  altaatlon  is 
bad.  S9se  stated  that  aha  had  boon  assigned  to  keep  her  finger  on  this 
professionally  as  well  as  personally. 

Question:  He  Dominicans  fighting  with  Castro  Forces,  —  could  these 
Dominicans  form  a  nucleus  for  a  revolution  In  the  Dominican  Republic? 

Answer:  Replied  that  nucleus  was  a  good  word.  There  seemed  to  be 
a  feeling  that  when  Castro  was  through  Is  Cuba,  he  would  go  over  asd 
help  the  Dominican#  who  had  been  fighting  with  them.  She  reiterated 
that  there  were  poeelbly  one  In  ten  persons  In  Castro's  farces  who 
were  not  Cuban.  Possibly  600  out  of  6200  non-Cubans  with  maybe 
three-quarters  of  these  Dominican*.  The  others  were  from  other 
Latin  American  countries  —  Ecuador,  Argentina,  Veaesuela,  etc. 

She  stated  that  there  were  a  few  Americans  also  In  Caetro's 
Forces.  Some  with  the  idea  that  It  le  more  Important  to  do  something 
.  about  terrorism  than  it  is  to  have  a  particular  natloi  al  allegiance. 

Question:  Bow  do  you  think  Castro  will  feel  about  taking  a  bade  seat  ? 

Answer:  It  must  be  very  hard  for  Mm  to  take  a  back  seat.  He  has 
found  the  position  of  revolutionary  leader  very  nice.  I  think  he 
considers  himself  an  enemy  of  dictatorships  and  is  likely  to  start 
another  revolution.  He  considers  Mm  self  another  Simon  Bolivar. 

This  concludes  the  resume  of  Miss  Chapelle's  comments. 

5.  It  may  be  concluded  from  Miss  Chapelle's  remarks  that  Fidel 
Castro’s  concept  of  guerrilla  tactics  and  operations  is  rudimentary, 
and  consisted  chiefly  of  harassment  of  Batista  Forces  which  were  in¬ 
effective  in  combat.  The  strength  of  the  26th  of  July  movement  was 
basically  found  in  the  motivation  of  its  members  and  Castro's  personal 
magnetism.  Although  the  movement  was  successful  in  acMeving  its 
immediate  aims,  it  would  appear  that  the  revolution  was  primarily 
won  by  default  and  the  inability  of  Batista  to  initiate  aggressive 
counteraction  within  his  military  establishment. 
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6.  Although  there  now  exists  what  might  be  termed  an  experienced 
nucleus  of  Domisican  guerrillas,  it  is  questionable  whether  Castro 
would  be  able  to  exert  the  same  personal  leadership  and  dam  and  the 
same  personal  loyalty  In  an  attempt  to  lead  a  similar  movement 
composed  of  Dominican  Nationals  against  Generalissimo  Trujillo# 


LEMUEL  C.  SHEPHERD,  JR, 


Copy  to: 

U-ffCofS  for  Intelligence  (Army) 
AC ofS,  Intelligence  (Air  Force) 
ACofS,  G-2,  HQMC 
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of  the  Province  of  Havana,  and  that  in  order  to  placate 
FAURE  CHOMON  the  Cuban  Government  was  going  to  offer 
him  one  of  the  mayorships  of  Havana,  Cuba,  replacing 
JOSE  LLANUSA,  who  is  the  former  Secretary  of  Organization 
of  the  July  26th  Movement. 


spoken  to 


TtTnc* 


mn nmsnr .on  3/16/59  advised  that  she  had 

p_n  _3/l_5/59  and|  |  stated  that 


the  rumor  concerning  CHOMON  becoming  a  mayor  of  Havana 


was  not  true,  but 


Jlid  not  elaborate. 


For  the  information  of  the  Bureau  and  Miami, 

VI ALTER  WINCHELL,  well  known  syndicated  columnist,  on 
his  radio  broadcast  from  NY  on  3/15/59  stated  that  despite 
denials  by  FIDEL  CASTRO,  a  liberation  army  was  being 
organized  to  invade  the  Dominican  Republic  and  that 
plans  for  these  landings  have  been  delayed  by  differences, 
and  that  Venezuela  is  opposed  to  FIDEL  CASTRO ’ s 
cooperation  with  Dominican  Communists. 


WINCHELL  also  stated  in  this  broadcast  that 
FIDEL  CASTRO’s  troubles  are  beginning  and  that  an 
underground  movement  against  CASTRO  is  spreading.  VJINCHELL 
stated  that  the  new  rebels  opposed  to  CASTRO  have  connection 
inside  CASTRO’S  top  ranks.  WINCHELL  also  stated  that  the 
Communists  now  control  25  out  of  29  labor  unions  in  Cuba. 
WINCHELL  further  said  that  he  was  told  not  to  be  surprised 
if  the  CASTRO  Government  is  completely  overthrown  within 
the  next  six  weeks. 


WINCHELL  also  had  an  item  in  his  3/15/59  broadcast 
from  Santiago  de  Cuba  where  25  young  men  had  been  arrested 
and  were  charged  with  an  attempt  to  sieze  arms  and  a 
yacht  for  an  expedition  to  the  Dominican  Republic. 

JACK  ANDERSON,  who  substituted  for  DREW  PEARSON 
on  the  3/15/59  DREW  PEARSON  broadcast,  stated  that  PEARSON 
was  at  the  present  time  touring  the  Caribbean  getting 
information  on  possible  revolution  in  that  area. 
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ANDERSON  stated  that  DREW  PEARSON  had  sent 
a  cable  from  San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico,  regarding  FIDEL 
CASTRO  and  stated  that  CASTRO  had  a  problem  in  that  he, 
CASTRO,  has  a  large  number  of  troops  in  Havana  and 
that  he,  CASTRO,  has  an  ambition  to  be  a  leader  of 
the  Caribbean  islands  and  Central  America.  PEARSON, 
in  this  cable  to  ANDERSON,  stated  that  CASTRO  forces 
will  land  in  Haiti  on  3/31/59  at  a  point  50  miles 
from  Cuba  and  that  a  bloody  battle  would  be  fought  in 
the  mountains  between  Haiti  and  the  Dominican  Republic. 
PEARSON  also  stated  in  this  cable  that  the  United  States 
was  on  the  spot  because  of  the  Pan  American  Union  and 
that  the  whole  Caribbean  area  was  about  ready  to  boil 
over. 


ALFREDO  HERNANDEZ  VALDES,  former  Cuban  Consul 
General,  New  York  City,  telephonically  contacted  the 
NYQ  on  3/17/59  and  stated  that  he  has  information  from 
reliable  sources  in  Havana  to  the  effect  that  the  CASTRO 
Government  will  not  be  able  to  last  until  the  end  of 
April,  1959*  HERNANDEZ  was  reluctant  to  discuss  this 
matter  at  length  over  the  telephone  and  advised  that 
would  see  SA  FRANCIS  J.  0‘BRIEN  within  a  few  days  an 
furnish  additional  information  regarding  this  matter 

^  _  L  ■,  . - 

Lieutenant  BSS,  NYCPD,  on 

3/16/59  advised  that  une  NYUFD  nact  been  told  that  in 


connection  with  CASTRO 1 s  visit  to  Washington  on  4/17/59 
CASTRO  was  scheduled  to  come  to  NYC  and  would  speak 
before  the  UN  on  4/20/59*  Thp  wvo  ia  ripsi  r»nna  ■  of*  _ 
conducting  an  interview  with] [ 

_ Ibut  an  interview  at  unis  time  may  jeopardize  Mrs* 

TAAFFE.  As  soon  as  an  opportunity  presents  itself  to 
interview  this  interview  will  be  conducted  by 

the  NYO  in  an  attempt  to  obtain  additional  information 
concerning  the  political  situation  in  Cuba  and  any 
alleged  plans  for  invasions  in  the  Caribbean  area  which 
might  originate  from  Cuba. 
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UNITED  S%  Iks  GOVERNMENT 


DATE:  March  19,  1959 


(66-101) 

CUBA 


In  lieu  of  monthly  Intelligence  Survey  -  Cuba, 
March,  1959,  report  captioned  FORE I GEOPOLITICAL  MATTERS  - 
has  been  submitted. 


for 
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CUBAN  REVOLUTIONARY  ACTIVITIES 
IS  -  CUBA 


Reurairtel  3/5/59  with  enclosure* 


that 

that 


Trvfmrmn+i<yi  contained  in  the  enclosure  indicated 
a  registered  Dominican  agent,  stated 


the  v astro  "Government  would  he  overthrown  hu  the 
end  of  March,  1959s  and  that  Dr,  Antonio  "TonyH  Varona 
would  he  coalition  Government's  choice  for  the  "presidency , 
Information  was  also  contained  in  the  enclosure  that 
F-dure  Chomon  was  planning  a  coup  to  overthrow  the  Castro 
Government, 
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b7C 


On  3/18/59  Begat,  Havana,  advised  that  it  was 
a  common  rumor  in  Havana  that  Antonio  Varona.  7 ms  plotting 


to  become  president,  Havana  advised  that 


sources  stated ,  however,  that  Castro  was  zoo  szronq 

_ _  _  t  *  **  .  ..  _  #  »  «  J 


and  other  officb6 


among  the  people  at  the  present  time  for  a  coup  to  take 
place,  Bavaria  also  advised  that  according  to  FBI  [ 


b7C 

b7D 


,  Faure  Chomon  was  cooperating  with  the  July-25 
Movement  and  expected  to  he  named  mayor  of  Havana,  This 


source  stated,  however,  that  Chomon  was  not  to  he  trusted 
and  would  attack  Castro  if  the  opportunity  presented  itself. 


The  above  is  for  your  information . 
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FROM  LEGAT,  HAVANA  NO*  636  7 

o 

FOREIGN  .POLITICAL JjAHER^~  CUBA,  REBUCAB  MARCH  13  LAST.  A 
N  COMMON  RUMOR^HERE  THAT  ANTONIO  VARONA  PLOTTING  TO  BECOME 

PRESIDENT* C  I  AND  OTHER  OFFICE  SOURCES  STATEJHOWEVERfi® 
•'  ^  CASTRO  TOO  STRONG  AMONG  PEOPLE  AT  PRESENT  FOR  COUP  TO  TAKE 
d  1  PLACE.  ACCORDING  TO  PS  I  FAURE  CHOMON  COOPERATING 

o,  J  WITH  JULY  26  AND  EXPECTS  TO  BE  NAMED  MAYOR  OF  HAVANA.  SAME 
^ A;  SOURCE  STATED  HOWEVER  CHOMON  NOT  TO  BE 'TRUSTED  AND  WILL 
ATTACK  CASTRO  IF  OPPORTUNITY  PRESENTS  ITSELfT}^ 

OmAS&mm  B  ;-^n. 

n JAMES  T.  HAVERTY 
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If  the  intelligence  contained  in  the  above  message  is  to  be  disseminated  outside  the  Bureau ,  it  is  suggested  that  it  be  suitably 
paraphrased  in  order  to  protect  the  Bureau9 s  cryptographic  systems •  \ 
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UHGp/  3-25-59  3-23  PH  JLD 

/ 

TO  DIRECTOR,  FBI  $  rJ 

t, 

FROM  SAC*  HEW  YORK 


}t1 


/i  /_ 


>t  si 


CUBAN  REVOLUTIONARY  ACTIVITIES*  FPM  DASH  CUBA.  RE  EY  TEL  MARCH  N:/' 
TWENTY  FIVE  INSTANT  MY  TEL  THREE  TWO  FOUR  FIVE  MINE.  HRS*  CATHERINE ^ 


TAAFFE  ADVISED  SHE  RECEIVED  TELEPHONE  CALL  FROM 
OF  DR.  ANTONIO  QUOTE 


ASSOC  L\ 


TONY  UNQUOTE  VAROMA,  FORMER  CUBAN  SENATOR  AMD  ASSOCIATE  OF  CARLOS 
PRIG,  UHO  RETURNED  TO  KYC  LAST  EVENING.  I  ItgLD  TAAFFE  THAT 
HE  HAD  JUST  RECEIVED  INFORMATION  THAT  FIDEL  CASTRO  IS  BUILDING  UP 


RESENTMENT  AGAINST  THE  UNITED  STATES  AMD  BLAMING  AMERICANS  AND  THE  ~~ 

Cs 

U.S.  FOR  THE  REACTIONARY  MOVE 'ENTS  AGAINST  HIS  GOVERNMENT  BY  gj 

STATING  THAT  THE  U.S,  IS  DOING  NOTHING  TO  STOP  THIS  REACTIONARY  ^ 


ACTIVITY. 


STATED  THAT  HIS  SOURCE  SAID  THAT  THIS  ATTACK 


AGAINST  THE  U.S.  IS  ONLY  A  PRELUDE  TO  AN  OFFICIAL  REQUEST  TO 
WITHDRAW  ALL  PERSONNEL  AND  CLOSE  THE  NAVAL  BASE  AT  GUANTANAMO  BAY, 


ORIENTS,  CUBA.  TAAFFE  STATED  THAT  | _ 

SOURCE  BUT  IT  IS  HER  UNDERSTANDING  THaI 


I  DID  NOT  DISCLOSE  HIS 
BEST  SOURCE  IS 


v  WITHIN  THE  CUBAN  CONSULATE  IN  NYC «  MAIL  COPY  SENT  MIAMI. 

> CORE  LINE  FIFTEEN  WORD  IEIGHT  SHLD  id 
N  j  (  v  1  »  j  j~7  v-  -  sJLl: 

VENB  AND  ACK  PLS^‘  1 
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0  Cablegram 


URGENT  3-31-59 


TO  DIRECTOR 


NO.  639 


AIL  INFORMATION  CONTAINED. 
herein  is  unclassified 


L 


FROM  LEGAT,  HAVANA 

CUBAN  POLITICAL  MATJERS,  IS  -  CUBA.  REBUCAB  MARCH  30. 
JOSE^FijSUERES  CAME  AS  GUEST  OF  REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT 
MARCH  20.  BOTH  F I G.UERES  AND  FIDEL  CASTRO  PRINCIPAL  SPEAKER'S 
AT  TELEVISED  MASS  RALLY  HELD  EVENING  OF  MARCH  22  IN  HAVANA 
CALLED  BY  CONFEDERACY  DE  TRABAJADORES  CUBANOS  (CTC). 

FIGUERES  SPOKE  OF  PERILS  THAT  FACE  CUBAN  REVOLUTION  AND 
MENTIONED  CUBA  SHOULD  BE  ALIGNED  WITH  WEST  IN  CRUCIAL 
[STRUGGLE  BETWEEN  FREE  WORLD  AND  SOVIET  SYSTEM.  DAV I EP^AL VAPOR . 
SECRETARY  JGEN.ERA.L-Q.E-CTC .  INTERRUPTED  HIM  CL  A I M I NG  CUBA.  NOW 
SOVEREIGN  AND  DID  NOT  HAVE  TO  SIDE  WITH  UNITED  STATES  IN  ANY 
WAR. ^CASTRO  FOLLOWED  FIGUERES  AS  SPEAKER  AND  STATED  HE  D1S- 
AGREEDlffTH  HIM.  CASTRO  ATTACKED  QU^MONOPOLISTIC  PRESS 
SERV I CES" UW^UCTE  CLAIMING  THEY  DID  NOT  TELL  TRUTH  REGARDING  !  . 
REVOLUTION.  CLAIMED  ARMS  BEING  OBTAINED  IN  FLORIDA  BY  COUNTER  ^ 
REVOLUTIONARIES  AND  THAT  FBI  HAS  NOT  BEEN  ABLE  TO  FIND  EVEN  A 
PISTOL  THERE.  HE  ATTACKED  INTERNATIONAL  OLIGARCHY  AS  ENEMY  OF 
CUBA  AND  DENIED  IT  WAS  NECESSARY  TO  TAKE  SIDES  IN  ANY  TOLD 
CONFLICT.  PRESS  ATTACHE  HERE  STATES  UP I  GAVE  FULL  COVERAGE  TO 
SPEECH  AND  AP  GAVE  PARTIAL  COVERAGE  IN  U  S  TO  THESE  REMARKS. 

ALL  HAVANA  NEWSPAPERS  CARRIED  COMMENTS  RE  STATEMENTS  MADE  BY 
FIGUERES  AND  CASTRO.  BUREAU  ADVISED  BY  CABLE  MARCH  7  THAT  CASTRO 
HAD  PUBLICLY  STATED  COUNTER  REVOLUTIONARIES  PURCHASING  ARMS  IN 
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PAGE  TWO,  FROM  LEGAT,  HAVANA  NO.  639 
j MIAMI  WITHOUT  ANY  INTERFERENCE  FROM  FBI. 

JAMES  T.  HAVERTY 

RECEIVED:  3-31-59  1:31  PM  CWA 


A 


If  the  intelligence  contained  in  the  above  message  is  to  be  disseminated  outside  the  Bureau ,  it  is  suggested  that  it  be  suitably 
paraphrased  in  order  to  protect  the  Bureau’s  cryptographic  systems . 


2  -  (Pwflf. 


2  -  Mr.  Donahoe 


1  -  Yellow  1  -  Mr.  Itasca 
1  -  Liaison 

3-30-50 


CODE 


CABLEGRAM 


URGENT  (VIA  LEASED  WIRE) 


TO  LEGAL  ATTACHE  HAVANA  ~  ' 

DIRECTOR  FBI 

o 

CUBAN  POLITICAL^  MA TIERS,  IS  DASH  CUM.  ON  DREW  PEARSON rS  BROAD- 
C/i^r  7 ZARGII  TWWTYNINE,  LAST,  HE  REPORTED  EX-PRESIDENT  FIGUERES 
OF  COSTA  RICA  MADE  SPEECH  STATING  QUOTE  WHILE  WS  ARE  DOING  GREAT 
THINGS  IN  LATIN  AMERICA,  WE  HAVE  TO  REMEMBER  THAT  OUR  GREAT  FRIEND 
THE  UNITED  STATES ,  IS  ENGAGED  IN  A  DEADLY  STRUGGLE  WITH  RUSSIA. 

IT  IS  A  STRUGGLE  FOR  DEMOCRACY  AND  WE  HAVE  TO  SUPPORT  THE  UNITED 
STATES.  END  QUOTE  CASTRO  ALLEGEDLY  REPLIED  QUOTE  I  HATE  TO  DIFFER 
Z-ITH  MY  HONORED  FRIEND  FROM  COSTA  RICA  BUT  LATIN  AMERICANS  SHOULD 
NOT  GET  i MIXED  UP  IN  THIS  DISPUTE.  IF  THERE  SHOULD  BE  WAR  BETWEEN 
RUSSIA  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES ,  CUBA  WOULD  REMAIN  NEUTRAL.  END  QUOTE 
PEARSON  STATED'  MOST  AMERICAN  NEWSPAPERS  DID  NOT  PUBLISH  THIS 
INFORMATION.  SUCAB  FACTS  RE  THESE  ALLEGED  STATEMENTS'^ 

REC-  55  ,  v-  2  1  _ 

1  -  Foreign  Liaison  Unit  (detached)  _ 


NOTE  • 

.  ^  as  APR  a  1S3£  c .v:ft 

The  Bureau' has  received  informa&Lon^io  the  effect  that 
th*l*  '3  <>  r*f t  between  Figures 

to  have  failed  in  hisrrecent  viiit  to  Cuba  to  convince  Castro  that 
°  t™yoS.eVfVement  13  supP°risin9  irresponsible  co rnmntEtPgro ups™ _ 
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UPI  -5 

t  (CASTRO) 

H  SEVERAL  LATIN  At® RICAN  DIPLOMATS  FRIENDLY  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 
£  VOICED  HOPE  TODAY  VICE-PRESIDENT  RICHARD  M.  NIXON  WILL  HAVE  A  HEART-TO- 
■4V* HEART  CHAT  WITH  CUBAN  PRIME  MINISTER  FIDEL  CASTRO  DURING  HIS  UNOFFICIAL 

(VISIT  HERE  APRIL  17 

THESE  DIPLOMATS,  *WH0  DID  NOT  WANT  TO  BE  IDENTIFIED,  ARE  DISTURBED  * 
OVER  CASTRO’S  GROWING  HOSTILITY  TOWARD  THE  UNITED  STATES,  ESPECIALLY 
H3S  RECENT  STATEMENT  THAT  CUBA  WOULD  REMAIN  NEUTRAL  IN  THE  EVENT  OF  : 
WAR  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  RUSSIA.  * 

THEY  BELIEVE  THAT  A  FORTHRIGHT  TALK  BETWEEN  NIXON  AND  THE  CUBAN 
LEADER  MIGHT  GO  A  LONG  .WAY  TOWARD  DISPELLING  DIFFERENCES  BETWEEN  THE 
.TWO  COUNTRIES, 

CASTRO  IS  DUE  TO  COME  HERE  AT  THE  INVITATION  OF  THE  AMERICAN 
.•SOCIETY  OF  NEWSPAPER  EDITGRS  TO  ADDRESS  ITS  ANNUAL  MEETING  •  THE  STATE 
^DEPARTMENT  HAS  SAID  PUBLICLY  THAT  CASTRO  "WILL  ASSUREDLY  BE  WELCOME 
HERE  w 

BUT  MANY  U.S,  OFFICIALS ‘ARE  KNOWN  TO  BE  COOL  TOWARD  THE  VISIT. 

THEY  WANT  CASTRO’S  APPOINTMENTS  WITH  HIGH  OFFICIALS  KEPT  TO  A 
MINIMUM* 

THE  LATIN  AMERICAN  DIPLOMATS  SAID  IT  WOULD  BE  A  GRAVE  MISTAKE  FOR  ' 
THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  TO  SNUB  CASTRO,  ESPECIALLY  SINCE  THE  UNITED  STATES 
IS  STILL  UNDER  FIRE  FOR  BEING  TOO  FRIENDLY  WITH  LATIN  AMERICAN 
DICTATORS, 

*  CASTRO  FEELS  THAT  THE  LAST  TWO  U.S.  AMBASSADORS  TO  CUBA  UNDER  THE 
REGIME  OF  FULGENCIO  BATISTA  WERE  OVERLY  FRIENDLY  TO  THE  OUSTED 
.PRESIDENT.  HE  SAYS  THIS  I.S  THE  BIG  OBSTACLE  TO  MORE  FRIENDLY 
, RELATIONS  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  CUBA. 

ACCORDING  TO  THE  LATIN  AMERICAN  DIPLOMATS,  THIS  IS  WHERE  NIXON  COULD 
BE  MOST  USEFUL, 

3/29““W0320P  > 
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